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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
During 2021, 139 FOSG members and community
members did 3899 hours of weeding, propagation,
planting and trail maintenance, and 35 hours of plant
and bird surveys. The map on the next the page
highlights volunteer hours by location. First place
goes to management unit 8 with 1284 hours, unit 32
a close second at 1104 hours, and unit 26 in third
place with 508 hours.

At the March committee meeting I asked for feedback
on working bee motivations and barriers in order to
develop strategies for attracting more of our members
and of the community to our events.
Whether you’ve attended many working bees, or
none, your feedback would be very helpful. You can
find the multiple-choice survey here
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VNQSJXG

Members also contributed 360 hours to the website,
newsletter, committee matters, treasury, minutes,
grant acquittals and promotion. Total volunteer hours
for the year are 4322, and I’m sure there are more that
haven’t been counted yet. This is the highest number
of annual volunteer hours in the group’s history. For
325 days during 2021 you would have found
someone working on a Friends of Sturt Gorge project
– what an amazing effort!
At the AGM in February, ideas to pursue this year
included plantings for yellow-tailed black cockatoos,
using a biochar machine at Rob Robertson and David
Shields sites, getting support from DEW to put a trail
down to the Sturt River from Horners Corner track,
more trail heads around the Park, ongoing bird
surveys in the Free the Trees area, and enlisting
schools and individuals to help us propagate plants
for our revegetation projects.

Amy Blaylock
President, Friends of Sturt Gorge
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Volunteer hours contributed to on-ground projects by location in Sturt Gorge Recreation Park
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THE FIRST BRIDGE
Twice each school day during the 1960s, I rode my
bike the length of Finniss Street, Marion. There was
an old stone bridge near the Marion Road end and I
remember being told at the time that it was the first
public bridge constructed over the Sturt River.
I was recently reading Max Winter’s book (published
in 1987), Sanctuary in the Hills, a history of
Coromandel Valley, South Australia, since 1837, in
which he states that, “The first public bridge over the
Sturt was built in 1866. It was called Horners
Bridge…” The information sign in the Horners
Bridge carpark also records that, “Horners Bridge,
built in 1866, was the first public bridge over the Sturt
River.”

If the Finniss Street bridge was the first perhaps the
authors of the sign and both publications forgot to
add, “in Coromandel Valley.”
So, which was the first public bridge to be built over
the Sturt River?
The village of Marion on the plains to the west of
Coromandel Valley, was surveyed in 1838 by Light,
Finniss & Co. A report by Governor Grey in early
1842 lists all the road and bridge works that happened
in the second half of 1841 and it includes a bridge
over the Sturt River in the village of Marion. A
permanent rural community in Coromandel Valley in
the form of stone buildings being constructed didn’t
really start to happen until the 1840s.
Bridging the Sturt River in Coromandel Valley has an
interesting history. During the early 1860s, the area
on both sides of the ford crossing the Sturt River at
the bottom of Winns Road became the main shopping
and service centre for the Coromandel Valley district.
Enoch Shepley had built his house and store adjacent
to the ford in 1860 and two years later, built a
bakehouse across the road. Both of these buildings
are still standing.

I also have a walking guide brochure produced by the
National Trust of Coromandel Valley and Districts
Branch (December 2011) that states that Horners
Bridge, “is recognized as being the first bridge to be
constructed over the Sturt River.” The brochure goes
on to mention that Carrs Bridge, built nearby in 1872
on Main Road (near the corner of Ackland Hill
Road), “was the second all stone bridge built over the
Sturt River.” I took this as meaning after Horners
Bridge, which is a stone bridge.

In the 1880s, Shepley sold both of these businesses to
Walter Winn. Walter’s brother then opened a butcher
shop on the other side of the ford in 1888 and the area
around the ford soon became a hive of activity for the
locals and people travelling from Goolwa through
Clarendon and on to Adelaide. Travellers would stop
off for a while, replenish their supplies at the store
and bakehouse, and water their bullocks and horses
in the Sturt River before continuing their journey.
However, crossing the Sturt River at the Winns Road
ford did have its problems. The actual crossing was
just the natural stony river bottom right up until 1950,
and as a consequence, there were accidents when
horses slipped and injured themselves, and
occasionally carts even over-turned.
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During heavy rainfall events the ford was also prone
to flooding. The water level would rise unpredictably
making it too deep for vehicles to cross, a situation
that was compounded when a farmer decided to dam
the river just a short distance downstream. There was
another less used ford downstream from Winns Road,
near the bottom end of McNamara Road, but both
fords suffered the same problems.
There was in fact a privately owned substantial
wooden bridge across the Sturt River to the
“Craiglee” property about 200 metres downstream
from where Horners Bridge is located today.
However, locals were only allowed to use this bridge
if they needed to cross the river urgently, and the
fords were impassable. The remains of this private
wooden bridge can still be seen today on the trail
below River Glen Place.

In 1866, a public bridge over the Sturt River in
Coromandel Valley was finally constructed on
Murrays Hill Road. Known as Horners Bridge, this
attractive all-stone structure with its castellated
topped walls is still in use, and carries a considerable
amount of traffic every day. It was named after its
builder, Nathanial Horner. He carried out a number
of public works in the district, but the bridge is
probably his best-known construction.
Six years later in 1872, Carrs Bridge, the second
public bridge in Coromandel Valley, was built across
the Sturt River near the bottom of Ackland Hill Road.
This stone bridge was on the road that followed the
low ground along the banks of the Sturt River in
Coromandel Valley. Two years after its construction
it was decided that this road, and not the one crossing
Horners Bridge, was the best route for a main route
between Goolwa and Adelaide.
So, where and when was the first public bridge
constructed over the Sturt River, and was it in Marion
or Coromandel Valley?
On Saturday 24 November 1838, the South
Australian Gazette and Colonial Register advertised
one-acre allotments for sale in the village of Marion,
located 6 miles from Adelaide on the only direct
public road to Encounter Bay, “and situated on that
particular spot on which a bridge must be eventually
built.”

Around this time there had also been an ongoing
discussion relating to which route a new main road
between Adelaide and Goolwa should take, and to
identify the best spot to construct a public bridge
across the Sturt River.
The discussion centered around whether the track
across the Sturt River at the Winns Road ford was
really the best route for a permanent main road and
bridge.

In my search for more information on bridges
downstream from Coromandel Valley I contacted the
Marion Historical Society. I knew that its members
conducted walking tours around what’s left of the
original village of Marion located at the northern end
of Finniss Street, and they were able to confirm that
the Finniss Street bridge, which opened in 1841, was
in fact the first public bridge over the Sturt River.
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As the village of Marion on the Sturt expanded, the
first Finniss Street bridge was replaced with a larger
construction in 1896. At the opening of the new
bridge, local councilor and long-term Marion
resident, James Kelly, mentioned in his speech that
the first bridge had been built in 1841 and designed
by Colonel William Light. The second bridge is the
one that I rode my bike across in the 1960s.

All of these bridges have been modified and replaced
at various times to accept increased traffic, but there
has always been a public bridge at these sites since
the dates listed.
Their original name, location, and year in which they
were opened is as follows;
•
•
•
•
•

The second Finniss Street bridge was then replaced
by a third wider bridge in 1971 to meet the demands
of increased traffic heading to the southern suburbs
and the Westfield Marion shopping centre. That
section of the Sturt River was also straightened and
concrete lined at the same time to alleviate flooding
between Sturt and Marion Roads. It is interesting to
note that there wasn’t a bridge on Marion Road until
1969! This bridge was constructed as part of the
larger realignment project.

1838 - Finniss Street Bridge (or Marion
Bridge)
1839 - Taylors Bridge on Sturt Road just east
of Marion Road
1845 - The Brick Bridge on Bay Road (now
Anzac Highway) near Morphett Road
1855 - Kearne’s Bridge on Oaklands Road
1857 - Sturt Bridge (or Sladden’s Bridge) on
Main South Road

While there has never been a public bridge
constructed within the boundaries of the Sturt Gorge
Recreation Park, I’ve often thought that it would be a
relatively simple and inexpensive exercise to
construct and install a public pedestrian footbridge
across the spillway of the existing flood control dam.
It is certainly an idea worth serious consideration.

Les Gray

There have been a number of public bridges
constructed over the Sturt River between the hills and
Gulf St Vincent that predate the two bridges
constructed in Coromandel Valley (Horners Bridge
1866 and Carrs Bridge 1872). A full description of
these can be found in The History of Marion on the
Sturt, by Alison Dolling (1981).
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THE TAWNY FROGMOUTH
If you’ve been a regular visitor to the Sturt Gorge
Recreation Park over the years there’s a good chance
that you have seen a Tawny Frogmouth, Podargus
strigoides. But then again due to their incredible
camouflage and reclusive nature you’ve probably
walked past or under more than you have seen. They
really are absolute masters of disguise.

Breeding season is from August to December and
they usually lay two eggs in a flimsy stick nest. Their
nocturnal habit and owl-like appearance have meant
that they are often confused with owls but they are
more closely related to nightjars. They also lack the
curved talons of owls. The Tawny Frogmouth can be
found in woodland and forest habitats in urban and
rural areas throughout Australia and Tasmania.
The bulk of the Tawny Frogmouth’s diet is made up
of nocturnal insects, worms, slugs and snails. Small
mammals, reptiles, frogs and birds are occasionally
eaten. Most food is obtained by pouncing to the
ground from a tree. Some prey items, such as moths,
are caught in flight.
On your next walk in the Gorge, keep an eye out for
them, they make great photographic subjects.

A Tawny Frogmouth’s general plumage is silver-grey
in colour, slightly paler on the underside, and mottled
with black. They have big wide yellow eyes and a
heavy beak, are nocturnal, and during the daytime
they perch on tree branches, often lowdown,
camouflaged as part of the tree.
The male Tawny Frogmouth is larger than the female.
They are most active at night, have a widespread
distribution, found in a variety of habitats, but
generally not in big numbers. They are very difficult
to spot due to their ability to look like part of a tree.
They have large yellow eyes, and their call is a deep
oom, oom, oom, repeated up to 30 seconds. They also
make a loud hissing noise when threatened.

Reference: Australian Museum website.
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A BIT OF LOCAL COLOUR
This photograph of an Early Nancy, Wurmbea dioica,
was sent in by Jean Hancox who found it growing
beside a track sloping down from Bushland Drive to
Magpie Creek.
Wurmbea dioica is a bulbous, herbaceous plant, 15 to
20 cm tall with 2-3 linear leaves up the stem. It is one
of the first herbs to flower from winter to early spring,
hence the common name of Early Nancy. Each of the
six white petals has a pink arc that when combined
forms a circle on the complete flower which gives the
plant its second common name, “Bulls Eye”.
If you’ve taken any shots of interesting flora or fauna
in the Sturt Gorge that you think would be of interest
to our members feel free to forward them to me for
inclusion in the newsletter.

NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTIONS

Jean also spotted this fine example of Creamy
Candles (picture right), Stackhousia monogyna.
Stackhousia is a small genus of 14 species, 13 of
which are endemic to Australia. They are annual or
perennial herbs found throughout Australia as well as
in countries to the north and in New Zealand.

I will endeavour to produce a newsletter on a
quarterly basis; ie. around the end of each March,
June, September and December, and look forward
to receiving articles, reports and images relating to
our activities that you think will be of interest to
our members.
Check out past issues as a guide for content. Good
sharp images to accompany articles are also
welcome.
Please provide your text as files attached to
emails, not as emails themselves, likewise your
photos as separate files. List the captions for each
image below the article in the email.
Email your articles to lesgray2020@gmail.com
Les Gray

Newsletter editor
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