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Focus on flora 
 
Rick Coyte reports on another of the less common flowering plants in the Gorge: 
 
 
 
Sticky Boobialla 
 
You may have seen 
examples of this bushy 
plant flowering in the 
Park in spring, 
especially in between 
Fire Gate 1 on York 
Drive, Flagstaff Hill and 
the Witawirra Track. It’s 
quite visually significant 
when flowering and you 
may have wondered 
what it is.  
 
The Vegetation 
Management Plan for 
Sturt Gorge (2003) 
refers to it as 
Myoporum viscosum 
(Sticky Boobialla) and lists it as an uncommon plant of conservation significance.  
 
However, according to R. J. Chinnock’s “Eremophila and allied genera: a monograph of 
the plant family Myoporaceae”(2007) Myoporum viscosum does not occur in the Mount 
Lofty Ranges, but only in some isolated localities on Eyre and York Peninsulas and 
Kangaroo Island.  
 
The Mount Lofty species formerly called M. viscosum is distinctly different and now known 
as Myoporum petiolatum. The difference between the two species is readily apparent in 
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the leaves. Those of M. petiolatum have a distinct leaf-stalk (petiole) whereas the thicker 
more rigid leaves of M. viscosum join directly onto the stem with no leaf-stalk.  
 

Well grown bushes of Myoporum 
petiolatum may be straggling, or form a 
thick erect or spreading shrub up to several 
metres tall and wide, with shiny green 
leaves that are finely toothed along the 
edges. On new growth the branches are 
often an attractive purplish brown. In spring 
a healthy plant is well endowed with white 
flowers that have small purple spots inside. 
 
A useful feature of Myoporum petiolatum is 
its ability to quickly recover after a fire. 
Established plants reshoot quite strongly 
from ground level (see photo at left) even 
where the shrub was totally defoliated and 
charred. They can equal or surpass their 
former size in less than three years. 
 
Chinnock rates this plant as “common and 
widespread in the Mount Lofty Ranges and 
in Victoria.” Presumably this means that the 
listing of our local species as a “Species of 

Conservation Significance” no longer applies, and Myoporum viscosum should be crossed 
off the list on page 114 of the Sturt Gorge Vegetation Management Plan.  However, it’s 
arguable that we should continue to regard it as a species of local significance in the Park 
since, apart from the limited section of MU28 mentioned at the start of this article, it is quite 
uncommon.  
 
With some perseverance the plant can be propagated from tip cuttings taken in autumn, 
winter, and spring. Once well rooted, these can be planted in suitable locations to more 
widely spread the plant’s distribution in the Park. This has been done very successfully in 
the upper reaches of Spring Creek, in the small valley down below the Renwick Street 
Kindy.  

Rick Coyte
 
 
Pussytail 
 
One of the most distinctive and prevalent weed grasses in the Gorge is the so-called 
Pussytail grass (Pentaschistis pallida).  The grass originated in South Africa but was 
introduced to Australia over 100 years ago, probably as a pasture grass, and has since 
become naturalised, ie it’s widely established and will be nearly impossible to eradicate 
without application of considerable resources.   
 
Unlike many other introduced grasses this particular species is a perennial, has a tussock 
form and has the look of Australian grasses - such as Austrodanthonia when in flower and 
Themeda when producing new growth after slashing / burning. 
 
However, as the following photographs demonstrate, it has a distinctive appearance once 



the mature flowers have formed and can be attacked with a high degree of confidence. 
 
In the Gorge it’s either found in significant drifts after colonising disturbed or degraded 
areas - 

 
 
in which case it’s advisable to leave it alone and only attempt to reduce its spread by 
monitoring and controlling the perimeter – or as isolated clumps 
 

 
 
where the preferred approach is to cut out the entire tussock just below the crown (with a 
pruning hook or steak knife) and remove it from the site. 
 
The only note of caution is that the tussocks should be removed only when the tell-tale 
flowers are evident.  And if in doubt, leave it in the ground rather than risk taking out a 
viable native grass. 

Andrew Goldie
 
 



 
 

 

South Side News  
 
For the last 6 months most of the work has taken place in Management Units 26 & 28 which 
are in the vicinity of the Scout Hall & York Drive. When a 4 month work calendar is planned 
there is always one working bee organised along Broadmeadow Drive (MU9) where a lot of 
work on the gentler slopes has been done and it is important we revisit  and maintain that 
area. 
 
As well as the organised working bees an amazing number of hours are worked by 
individual members on self nominated projects which can be very rewarding for the 
members to see an area gradually change with the native plants being the dominant species 
rather than the exotic ones. 
 
River Red Gum recovery  
 
At the Spring Creek / Sturt River junction there’s an ancient River Red Gum (Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis) which has received special attention in recent months, mainly to clear away 
the numerous olives which had established themselves around its trunk and  beneath its 
canopy.   
 
Apart from an immediate improvement to the visual appeal of the Gorge this kind of work 
reduces competitive stress on the tree itself and gives native understorey a chance to re-
establish. 
 
The picture below gives an idea of the tree’s size and you have to marvel at the tree’s 
possible age.  
 

Chris Thomson

 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis (photo Chris Thomson) 

 



 

New Grant 
The highly biodiverse areas of grey box grassy woodland off York Drive and behind the 
Scout Hall in Flagstaff Hill (units 26 & 28) will benefit from $3000 of bridal creeper treatment 
this year.  Our successful 2014-5 Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 
Volunteer Support Grant will help us to engage a bushland contractor with specialised 
equipment and chemicals to treat this plant without damaging the adjacent native plants. We 
will contribute 150 volunteer hours through working bees on other weed species in these 
beautiful areas. 
 

 
 

North Side News  
 
To finalise the group’s in-kind support for our 2013 City of Mitcham grant, our November 
working bee focussed on olives and other woody weeds such as boneseed, ash and dog 
rose west of the fire track on the border with Mitcham Council land, south of Mapgie Creek. 
Sixteen members worked hard to treat and cut up materials from amongst Eucalyptus 
microcarpa (grey box), Acacia pyncnantha and A. paradoxa (golden wattle and prickly 
acacia), and Dodonea viscosa (sticky hopbush).  As you can see from the before and after 
photos below, we really opened up this area for users to see into the Park, and were passed 
by several groups of walkers on the day who commented on our efforts.   
 

 
The other area we’ve been making good progress in is on the slopes south of Resthaven at 
Bellevue Heights.  This area was cleared quite considerably with the prescribed burn several 
years ago, so our work has been to kill off the olive trees which despite being burnt are still 
sending up sprouts at the base even several years after the fire.  In 2015 we will continue 
dividing our time between work here and off Bushland Drive, Bellevue Heights.  DEWNR 
support will see contractor Better Bushland treat mature olives on the steep northern slopes 
of Magpie Creek below Gorge Road, and we will work the flatter southern side. 
 

Amy Blaylock



 

Focus on Fauna  
 
Bird Surveys 
 
For the last 3 years bird surveys have been carried out every 2 months along Starlight 
Crescent and while about 20 species are recorded each time - as well as an estimate of the 
number for each individual species - to date there have been no obvious trends or unusual 
results.  
 
The hope is that the native plants that have been planted to replace the woody weeds which 
have been removed will provide more diverse habitats for birds and then an increase in the 
number & variety of birds will follow.  However,  this could take a long time and many other 
factors can influence the situation.  
 
It has been rewarding watching galahs eating wattle seeds and Eastern Rosellas feeding on 
Myoporum seeds from plants that have matured after they were planted several years ago. 
 
The Striated Pardalote (Pardalotus striatus) featured below is a bird that we hear and see on 
most surveys.  However, because it spends a lot of its time fairly high up in the foliage we 
don’t see its detail as well as you’re able to in this photo. This bird had just been banded by 
another Friends Group and was about to be released.  If this individual is trapped in the 
future the banding will provide valuable information about its age and distance travelled. 
 

 
Pardalotus striatus (photo Jenny Dawes) 

 
 

Chris Thomson
 
 
 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos  
 
Flocks of the Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus funereus) are commonly seen 
flying along the Sturt Gorge, particularly in the cooler months.  
 
The first accurate census for them in the Mt Lofty ranges was carried out in 2011 and 2012 
and their numbers are estimated to be about 2,000 which will provide a benchmark for future 
studies. The census was carried out in May each year after the breeding season when the 
birds form quite large flocks, with the largest flocks recorded in the Second Valley Forest.   
 



Because 90% of the woodlands in the Mt Lofty area have been cleared the cockatoo has 
adapted to feeding on non-native plant food sources, mainly pine nuts from Radiata and 
Aleppo pines.  The birds are intelligent and adaptable and they also seek out walnuts, 
almonds & recently they have been seen eating apple seeds. 
 
As the pine cones mature mainly in Spring the pine nuts are not a reliable food source for all 
12 months of the year.  This is why it’s so important that their native food habitat - which 
includes hakeas and banksias - is preserved so that there is a good food source for the 
young during the breeding season (December to January).  
 
A breeding pair will produce one young per year and the juvenile stays with the parents for 
12 to 18 months as most of its behaviour is learned and not innate. 
 
The native vegetation in the Mt Lofty Ranges which can sustain Yellow- tailed Black 
Cockatoos is very fragmented and will benefit from some form of active management to 
ensure the survival of the species which is listed as ‘Vulnerable’ in South Australia. 
 
Over the last 3 years 6,000 seedlings of suitable food plants have been planted, particularly 
in areas where the YTBC is known to breed.  A reliable food source needs to be within 1 – 2 
kilometres of the nesting hollow and the advantage of planting Hakea carinata is that the 
seeds are only foraged by the YTBC. 
 
In recent times the sulphur crested cockatoo (which is not threatened) is increasing in 
numbers and is beginning to compete with the YTBC for some food sources and nesting 
hollows. Also currawong numbers are rising and they are known to take nestlings from the 
nests of many bird species. 
 

 
 

Calyptorhynchus funereus (photos Tom Hands) 
 

Chris Thomson 
 

 

 



 

Trails in Sturt Gorge 
 
The Department of the Environment, Water and Natural Resources (DEWNR) recently 
completed a review of the trails in Sturt Gorge and a series of new trails and upgrades has 
been approved for completion in 2015.  
 
As DEWNR’s policy dictates these will be mostly shared-use trails, which means that both 
walkers and cyclists will need to be vigilant to ensure collisions are avoided. 
 
The new trails will have a much improved gradient profile which should give people a better 
chance to access parts of the park which may have been difficult if not impossible to get to 
previously.  
 
The plan also includes comprehensive signage and most trails will be named. 
 
The review also included a look at the feasibility of establishing a bridge across the dam 
wall. If this proves viable, could we expect funds to become available to actually construct 
the facility in the near future?  Don’t hold your breath, but in the meantime you may like to 
have a chat to your local MP.  You can also have a look at more information on this issue at 
Walking SA’s website: http://www.walkingsa.org.au/walk/trail-access-threats/bridging-the-
dam-at-sturt-gorge/ 
 
The Friends of Sturt Gorge trail maintenance groups have not been idle over the last 12 
months and have put in over 1,000 volunteer hours.  The results are significant and we have 
been commended for them by many visitors to the Gorge. 
 
Anybody interested in joining the working groups should contact Bob Grant on 7329 8296 or 
bobgrant@adam.com.au 
 

Bob Grant

Reminders 
 
Membership renewals 
 
Membership of the Friends of Sturt Gorge falls due at the start of each calendar year.  The 
annual fee is still just $10 - although donations are always welcome.  As Bob Grant points 
out, revenue from fees in 2014 jumped by 150% reflecting our new level of memberships: 
110 individuals for 79 memberships including 52 active volunteers during the year. 
Donations were also up by a similar percentage. 
 
Maps 
 
Don’t forget that detailed maps of the Gorge are available from Bob Grant for $10 each.  
They’re printed in A3 format on long-life paper and are regularly updated to show all known 
trails.  Just the item to have when you next venture into the Gorge, especially if you take 
friends / visitors on a tour. 
 
For memberships or maps contact Bob Grant on 7329 8296 or bobgrant@adam.com.au 



 
How many drill holes would this olive need …? 
 
The reclamation of the Sturt Gorge environment might seem daunting at times but at least 
we don’t (as yet) have any feral olives quite as large as this specimen which Lorraine Billett 
encountered on the Lycian Way during a walking tour of Turkey:  
 

Olive (Olea europaea) – Lycian Way (photo provided by Lorraine Billett) 
 
As a remedy for insomnia I could imagine working around the base of the tree just above 
ground level, drilling a hole and filling it with the recommended 1:5 glyphosate/water mix, 
then drilling another hole 2 cm further along and filling it with the recommended 1:5 
glyphosate/water mix, then drilling another hole 2 cm further along …. You get the idea. 
 
That’s all for now – either let me know of any topics you’d like to see covered in the next 
issue or send me articles and photographs which would be of interest to members 
 
(Phone: 8278 2646 or email: mgoldie@vtown.com.au).  
 
Andrew Goldie / Editor 
 


