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Revegetation work on the South 
Side 
 
This planting season our South Side 
revegetation efforts have all been along 
creek lines. Two of these sites have been 
planted for the first time.  
 
One is the creek (see photo) that begins 
beside the sewerage pumping station on 
Lilford Way, Flagstaff Hill.  
 
The woody weeds, from the park boundary 
down the creek to somewhat beyond the fire 
track / Wattle Trail crossover, were removed 
thanks to Dennis Rowe’s efforts plus several 
working bees.  
 
Subsequently the creek line has had an initial 
planting of riparian species (190 plants; 9 
species). In an effort to avoid vandalism, the 
plants have no tree guards and are only 

marked by short bush stakes, mostly cut from dead olive trees. We will see how many survive the 
summer, though so far the success rate of our revegetation plantings along creek lines has been 
much better than on hillsides under Grey Box. 
 
The second site where revegetation has been undertaken for the first time is on Spring Creek 
around the site of the spring itself. The creek here was previously covered completely by a huge 
spreading mound of blackberries and figs.   
 
It took a number of working bees and considerable effort over several years to eliminate these; well 
done to all members who were involved! To initiate the rehabilitation of the site, 81 riparian plants 
(20 species) have been planted.  Some may be washed away or buried by silt after heavy rain 
swells the creek, but hopefully enough will survive to make a difference.  
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This site is very close to the walking trail, so once again only bush stakes mark the plantings, so as 
not to attract unwelcome attention. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The third site for our revegetation efforts this year has been in the small valley that begins in the 
council reserve beside the Renwick Street kindergarten and extends down-slope into our Park then 
further down to the Gorelon Track.   
 
A creek lined with river red gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) runs down the valley, but until a few 
years ago the floor and slopes of the valley were impenetrably thick with understory weed species; 
mainly olives, boneseed, and desert ash.  
 
Members of Friends of Sturt Gorge re-established the old walking trail down the valley which had 
become impassable. Then, beginning in 2008, with Chris Thompson as unofficial group leader 
some of us began clearing the weed species from the Park section of the valley and this process 
has been ongoing.  
 
Revegetation was begun by Rick Coyte in 2009 and added to each season, including this year. 
Altogether well over a thousand plants have been put in, many of which are now well grown.  
 
Most of the plants were grown from seeds or cuttings collected locally and grown in Rick’s back 
yard. These deliberately included a number of uncommon or “at risk” species from the “Plants of 
Conservation Significance” list, such as the River Bottlebrush (Callistemon sieberi) (see photo) of 
which there seem to be only two naturally growing plants left in the Gorge.  
 
 
 



 
Callistemon sieberi

 
However, from the upstream edge of our revegetation area up to Renwick Street is a Council 
Reserve and under the red gums was a dense growth of olives and other weed species with the 
creek washing their seeds down into our revegetation area. So we were delighted when 
Onkaparinga Council instigated a creek rehabilitation program in its parks and reserves, and 
engaged a bush care contractor (Robert Lawrence and his workers) to remove all the weed plants 
from the Renwick Reserve.  
 
The council officer in charge of this project, Ben Moulton, having been shown our revegetation 
area, decided that the revegetation of the council reserve should be physically and botanically 
continuous with ours. The Friends of Sturt Gorge were asked to help with the council’s revegetation 
plant-out, which we did on the morning of Thursday 18 June.  
 
Eight of us, Ben and two of his workers plus Robert put in around 250 plants. There is now a small 
forest of green tree guards along the creek under the red gums. The number of species planted 
was limited but Ben plans to do further planting next year to widen the biodiversity, and Council’s 
care of the area will be ongoing.  

 
Rick Coyte

 

 



Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides) 
 
Even though it looks like a cross between an owl and a hawk, the Tawny Frogmouth is actually 
more closely related to the nightjars, the bird family which includes kookaburras and kingfishers. 
The most obvious feature distinguishing it from raptors such as owls and hawks is that its feet are 
weak and lack the curved talons common to raptors. And, unlike that well known nocturnal hunter 
the owl, the frogmouth’s eyes don’t face forward but are placed at the side of the head. 
 
Its plumage is silver-grey, streaked and mottled with black.  Like the owls, it has soft feathers to 
enable silent flight and has sensitive whiskers around its bill.  Its eye is yellow and its wide, heavy 
bill is olive-grey to blackish. During the day it perches, expertly camouflaged as part of the tree. 
 
The frogmouth is found throughout Australia, including Tasmania, and can be seen in almost any 
habitat type such as heath, forest or woodlands, in both urban and rural areas, but with the 
exception of denser rainforests and treeless deserts. 
 
The bulk of its diet is made up of nocturnal insects, worms, slugs and snails although it will also eat 
small mammals, reptiles, frogs and birds. It generally gets its food on the ground by pouncing from 
a tree or other elevated perch. However, some prey items - such as moths - are caught in flight, 
which is believed to account for the many unfortunate instances of frogmouths being hit by cars 
while chasing insects illuminated in the beam of the headlights. 
 
Frogmouths have a regular breeding season – generally from August to December - but birds in 
more arid areas tend to align their breeding with heavy rains. Both sexes incubate the eggs: the 
male sits during the day while both sexes share sitting at night.  The nest is a loose platform of 
sticks which is usually placed on a horizontal forked tree branch.  Birds produce a single brood of 2 
or 3 eggs but in more hospitable southern regions may have two broods over the season. 
 
A useful website for more information on this intriguing bird is at: 
 
http://australianmuseum.net.au/tawny-frogmouth#sthash.PZOa1Rlj.dpuf 
 

 
 

(Dead frogmouth retrieved from Craigburn Farm: dorsal and ventral views) 
 

Andrew Goldie
 
 



Conservation Volunteers of Australia 
 
Following last year’s successful visits of teams of workers from the Conservation Volunteers of 
Australia (CVA)  we were fortunate enough to have two more visits on April 15 and 22. 
 
Building on the previous  year’s  work much more work than expected was completed clearing this 
significant grey box woodland area.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The contribution made by the groups of enthusiastic and willing CVA workers significantly 
enhances the progress that can be made in our environmental work.   
 

 
 

 
Over the two days 160 hours of effort 
was accrued by the CVA groups and 
the FOSG members who worked 
alongside them.  A big THANK YOU to 
those FOSG members. 
 
The participation by community 
members was seen as being very 
positive and was remarked upon by the 
visitors, including CVA staff and several 
trainee leaders from the Green Corps. 
 

The work done on these visits equals about an extra 5 or 6 or our regular working bees, 
accomplishing a great deal at no cost to us! 
 
The connection with CVA is definitely worth keeping alive!  
 

David Beaton

 

 

 
This enhances the protection of a number of 
rare and vulnerable plants in this area: 
among other listed plants Correa glabra var. 
glabra which is ‘Rare in the Southern Mt 
Lofty Ranges’ and Glycine tabacina, listed 
as being  ‘Vulnerable in SA’.  
 
The main effort was put into physical 
removal of boneseed while olives were 
drilled and filled.  
 
Due to the heavy infestation of these woody 
weeds, the ‘Before and After ‘ appearance 
was very marked.  It is hoped that what 
remains can be cleared by our usual 
working bees. 
 

 



 
North side working bees 
 
Once the heat of summer had passed we concentrated three working bees along Magpie Creek at 
its junction with the walking trail off the Mountbatten fire track.   
 
Olives and desert ash trees were removed and cut into small pieces making way for a planting 
event on June 20th.   
 
Kat Hill, Natural Resources AMLR, and our DEWNR Ranger Tony Thomas supported the group to 
put in about 250 tube stock including five types of sedges, tea trees and native hollyhocks.   
 
With the usual focus of our working bees being the removal of weedy species, the group felt really 
positive about putting back the plants that should be there.   
 
We look forward to this area flourishing and creating great habitat for birds, frogs and insects. 
 

 
 
Five working bees over the last 12 months have concentrated on an area of bushland behind 
Resthaven at Bellevue Heights which was burnt by DEWNR for asset protection in 2010.   
 
There has been excellent regeneration of golden wattles, sticky hopbush, native lilac, spear 
grasses and even some native cherry (Exocarpos cupressiformis).   
 



Our main task has been treating olives where the canopy was completely burnt and the plants have 
sprouted again from the lignotuber at their base.   
 
At the July working bee we were watched over by a koala who eventually decided we were too 
noisy, descended to the ground and made its way to a quieter tree.  
 

 
 

Amy Blaylock

 

Trails in Sturt Gorge 
 
As indicated in our last newsletter DEWNR had advised that a series of new shared trails and 
upgrades in Sturt Gorge would be completed in 2015.  
 
If you have ventured down into Sturt Gorge recently you may well have noticed that this work is 
now almost complete and gives walkers and cyclists several new options to get down to the river 
and back out again on more favourable gradients. 
  
New colour-coded trail signage has also been installed along many of the trails although you may 
want to look carefully at the signs to make sure you are heading along the correct trail. Signage at 
trailheads is still to be completed but the posts are in and awaiting map installation. 
 
Our trail map expert, Rick Williams, is presently putting together the final touches to our new map 
which will include all the new trails and should be ready for sale in the not too distant future.  
 
We expect the sale price of the map will not increase from our previous published price of $10.00. If 
you would like to be included on our list of people waiting to purchase one please contact Bob 
Grant at bobgrant@adam.com.au or by phone on 7329 8296 advising your e-mail address and 
phone number.  



 
Walks and other trail activities 
 
In conjunction with Onkaparinga Council and the Heart Foundation the Friends will be leading some 
short walks of approximately 1 and 2 hours duration on Sunday 13th September.  
 
This will be a great opportunity for families to get to know a bit more about our local recreation park 
and experience the stunning views now available from our new trails. The walks are being offered 
at no charge and will be advertised through The Messenger, City of Onkaparinga newsletter and 
the Heart Foundation website, so keep an eye out for these and register. The walks will start from 
Renwick Street Kindergarten at 10am. 
 
Our annual joint working bee with ARPA Bushwalkers will be taking place on Monday 24th August 
from 9.00 am to 12.00 noon and will involve pulling boneseed from along one of the new trails – the 
Lomandra Trail in the section between Vincent and Starlight Tracks.  
 
More details will be despatched by e-mail nearer the day.  With the recent rains the work should be 
quite easy so put the date in your diary now and don’t forget that morning tea will be provided as it 
is on all our working bees. 
  
Anybody interested in joining the working groups should contact Bob Grant on 7329 8296 or 
bobgrant@adam.com.au 
 
 
Membership renewals 
 
Membership of the Friends of Sturt Gorge falls due at the start of each calendar year.  The annual 
fee is still just $10 - although donations are always welcome.  Some members are yet to renew so if 
you’ve forgotten to do so don’t feel bad about it – just contact Bob Grant and he’ll be happy to take 
your money and send a receipt. 
 
 

Bob Grant

 
Pussytail PS 
 
The last issue of our newsletter featured that distinctive and prevalent weed known as Pussytail 
grass.  Its botanical name - Pentaschistis pallida – has recently (as of 2009) been reclassified as 
Pentameris pallida.  However, its status as an introduced and invasive grass has not changed! 
 

Andrew Goldie
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Weather in the Gorge 
 
Weather conditions over the Sturt Gorge over the past 3 months have been generally drier and 
cooler than average. The Craigburn Farm rain gauge (on the eastern fringe of the Gorge) has 
recorded 248 mm of rain for the year to the end of June, about 17% below normal.  
 
Thankfully during July there has been more than 50 mm of rain so far, which is nicely replenishing 
soil moisture and creek flows, following an abnormally dry June. In summary, rainfall measured in 
Craigburn Farm since the beginning of the year has seen January and April to be above average, 
with February and June being well below normal. 
 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May June Total 
Rain (mm) 37.2 0.2 17.0 80.4 80.8 32.0 247.6 
Average  22.6 22.5 32.0 54.8 75.6 89.7 297.2 

 

Below average rainfall over Adelaide 
area for April to June 

Below average maximum temperatures 
for April to June 

 

 
Monthly temperatures measured at the Weather Bureau in Kent Town showed that February was 
particularly hot, April unusually cool, with the other months fairly close to normal. 
 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May June 
Max Temp 
(C) 

28.7 32.7 25.5 20.5 18.5 16.2 

Average  29.4 29.5 26.4 22.6 19.0 16.1 
 
The seasonal forecast issued by the Weather Bureau suggests that rainfall in the Adelaide area 
over the next three months will be near average, with temperatures likely to be slightly higher than 
normal. 
 
 
 
 



 
Chance (%) of exceeding average 

rainfall for July to September 

 

 
Chance of exceeding average maximum 

temperatuare for July to September 

 

 
As always, it will be interesting to see how well the weather prediction pans out! 
 

 
A brilliant rainbow captured behind the grey box (Eucalyptus Microcarpa) and blue gums (Eucalyptus 

Leucoxylon) east of Craigburn Road, 14 May 2015. Couldn’t find the pot of gold! 
 

Andrew Watson

 
 
That’s all for now – either let me know of any topics you’d like to see covered in the next 
issue or send me articles and photographs which would be of interest to members 
 
(Phone: 8278 2646 or email: mgoldie@vtown.com.au).  
 
Andrew Goldie / Editor 
 


