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This edition: Walks, Fauna, Flora, Working Bees, Instagram , Weather…. 

 

Gorge Walks 

Bob Grant 
Here was a walk through the Gorge 
on Saturday 14th March in which five 

FOSG members took part. There were 
eight rangers and although over 20 people 
registered to walk only 12 came. That 
made 25 of us all up. We started at 
Renwick Street Kindergarten and walked 
about 7 kms in a loop along Lomandra 
Trail to Parrianna Track to River Trail to 
Spring Creek Trail and back to base. I 
don’t know how successful DEW 
considered it was but it was a nice little 
stroll on a lovely day. One Koala was 
sighted. 

Proposed Gorge Walk #1 
Coronavirus lockdown? Not quite, but 
while you have the chance this is a good 
time to get out and go for a walk in the 
gorge. There are so many trails in Sturt 
Gorge you could have a different walk 
every day for the duration of the 
Coronavirus. But be aware that many of 
the trails are steep so if you manage to get 
to the river, don’t forget you’ve got to get 
back out. Having said that there are a few 
walks where the terrain isn’t too bad 
although some fitness is required. Starting 
at the Blackwood Hill Oval on Craigburn 

Road take the trail heading westwards 
until you reach the ruin. This is about the 
halfway mark and is pretty flat, easy 
walking. Return to the start by following 
the Magpie Creek Trail which is well 
sign-posted. Exit the creek at the trailhead 
and climb for a short distance towards the 
end of Clematis Drive. From there head in 
a south easterly direction across the 
reserve to the rear of the Oval and the car 
park. Time for the walk would be 
approximately 1.5 hours. See the map on 
Page 10 for the detail. 

Proposed Gorge Walk #2 
Try this one on the south side of the gorge, 
starting at the parking area at the Renwick 
St Kindergarten. It’s only about six 
kilometres long and takes less than two 
hours. Take the fire track leading into the 
park and then the Lomandra trail through 
to gate 12 on Broadmeadow Drive. From 
there take the Parrianna Track down to the 
river and follow the river along as far as 
where it meets Spring Creek. There are a 
couple of interesting ledges and rocks 
which need negotiating but it is a lovely 
walk. Then take Spring Creek Trail via the 
Gorelon Track back to the start. The trail 
is well signposted so you shouldn’t get 
lost. See the map on Page 11 for the detail. 
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“Wildlife” 
Marlon Percival 

e often don’t realise how lucky we 
are to be living amongst such an 

abundance of wildlife in our very own 
Sturt Gorge. As I walk the dog in the 
gorge early every morning (yes, 
nowadays on the lead) I regularly bump 
into signs of wildlife in the gorge, often 
through the droppings I come across on 
the tracks. But, being fortunate enough to 
live right opposite the gorge with only the 
end of a dead-end street between us, I also 
regularly find the animals spilling over 
into the garden. They say one should not 
feed the wild birds, and I can understand 
why not, but must admit I cannot resist the 
temptation to attract so many wonderful 
birds to the garden. 

 
Eastern Rosella 

Every morning I am greeted by the 
screeching of the lorikeets, the cooing of 
the pigeons, the quacking of two ducks, 
and, most intriguing of all, the calling of 
the eastern rosellas who fool me time and 
again because their call sounds just like 
the telephone ringing, and more than once 
I have got up to answer the phone only to 

realise it wasn’t ringing at all! The 
lorikeets have become such regular daily 
visitors, that I am beginning to recognise 
some individual birds, and there is one 
particularly cheeky one who rules the 
roost, chasing all competition away until 
he (or is it a she?) is sated. Unfortunately 
my relationship with the magpies is not a 
nice one.  They are such cheeky and bossy 
birds. They sit high up in the branches of 
a eucalyptus tree, keeping an eye on the 
goings-on on the patio, and when the patio 
is literally covered in pigeons trying to 
peck some seeds here and there, the 
magpies come swooping down with 
tremendous speed from on high, causing 
the pigeons to scatter all over the place 
and, unfortunately, sometimes bashing 
into the window of the patio door. 

 
Blue Tongue Lizard 

The bang of that, fortunately, seems much 
worse than the actual damage it is doing 
to the bird because in all those years only 
once has it caused a pigeon to break its 
neck and die on the spot. Nevertheless, my 
war with the magpies is on-going and 
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recently I have purchased a toy water 
pistol which I keep at the ready at the 
laundry door and as soon as a magpie 
comes swooping down, I run out and try 
and shoot it with a squirt of water.  So far, 
it hasn’t had much effect and the magpies 
still come swooping down to pester the 
pigeons. 

The two ducks which came to visit me for 
quite some time, have now disappeared 
and I can only guess they have either 
moved on, or are now permanently 
staying at the place towards where I 
always see them flying - the dam in the 
Gorge. They were actually becoming 
quite tame, first landing on the cover of 
the swimming pool where they puddled in 
the water on top of the cover for a while, 
then they would amble over to the patio to 
see if there were any seeds for picking.  Of 
course the dog at first was keen to chase 
the ducks the moment they came landing 
in, but I have managed to train him in 
accepting the ducks as just another pair of 
birds and towards the end both ducks and 
dog completely ignored each other. 

 
Koala 

I have also been fortunate in that 
occasionally I come across some of the 

less common animals who somehow 
venture into the back yard. They come up 
from the gorge, crawl under quite a big 
gap in the back gate and continue to do 
their thing. Once I happened across an 
echidna which quickly rolled into a ball 
when I approached. I left it there and sat 
back on the patio to see how long before 
it would “unroll”, but it didn’t so I left it 
to its own devices as my nearness was 
probably the cause. An hour or so later it 
had disappeared. I was most astonished 
one day to find a blue tongue lizard 
sunning itself on the warmth of the pool 
surrounds. It was actually quite big but did 
not seem too perturbed by my presence. 

And then of course there are the koalas.  
Such cute animals to watch, but I have 
been warned that they can cause quite a bit 
of damage with their powerful claws, so 
here too I stay well out of the way. That 
is, until on a very hot day I opened the 
laundry door onto the patio without 
looking and found a youngish koala 
drinking from the water bowl for the dog. 
The dog, who was with me when I opened 
the door, of course went straight for the 
koala, but thank goodness I managed to 
drag him off and lock him inside, giving 
the koala the chance to get into the nearest 
eucalyptus tree where it spent the rest of 
the day sleeping in the fork of a branch. 
By the looks of it, this still seemed like a 
youngster - just as well, because if bigger 
it could have torn open the dog in no time 
at all. 

Unfortunately not all wildlife is cute and 
loveable and we do get snakes in the 
garden as well. It scares the daylight out 
of me, but I suppose one has to accept 



 

4 
 

them as an important link in the ecology 
of it all. And that is not to mention the 
wasps and the ants, both of whom, I’m 
sure I needn’t tell you, also have nasty 
stings or bites. All in all, though, one takes 
the bad with the good, and not a day goes 
by that I am not fascinated by all the 
goings on in the back yard. 

 

Making a Difference 
Les Gray 

he following are two sites where the 
Friends of Sturt Gorge have 

conducted working bees during the last 
quarter to remove introduced plant species 
that were seriously impacting upon native 
vegetation in the Sturt Gorge Recreation 
Park. 

Horner’s Bridge 

Last December, the FOSG began the 
removal of introduced woody plants along 
the northern bank of the Sturt River near 
Horner’s Bridge. This particular patch 
extends downstream from Coromandel 
Parade on the northern side of the river for 
approximately 100 metres and supports a 
stand of mature red gums that were 
struggling to compete with numerous pest 
species, in particular, desert ash, olives 
and blackberries. 

After several visits, most of the desert ash 
were finally removed last January, but a 
large patch of blackberries and several 
huge old willows proved too much of a 
challenge for the limited resources of 
volunteers and had to be left in situ. The 
highlight of the work was the removal of 

a number of tall very old and scruffy olive 
and dog-rose trees along the short road 
verge that borders the Park adjacent to 
Horner’s Bridge. The removal of these 
introduced trees now provides passers-by 
with an uninterrupted view of the fine 
stand of mature red gums along that 
section of river bank and the hill behind.  
Check out the new improved view next 
time you’re crossing the bridge. 

  
Horner’s Bridge before the working bees 

 

 
Horner’s Bridge after the working bees 

Gorelon Gully 

Early this year, after eight long months of 
once-a-month working bees and many 
extra hours put in by various members 
(Dennis Rowe and Martin Bentley in 
particular), the clearing of olives, desert 
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ash, and all the other usual woody weeds, 
was declared complete in Gorelon Gully. 
What a mammoth task! Gorelon Gully is 
the southern-most end of Spring Creek 
abutting Gorelon Drive.  

Following the completion of the gully, 
work we then commenced on the slopes of 
a couple of smaller gullies along the 
western side of Gorelon Gully below the 
de Rose Trail, where many olives that had 
been previously sprayed by DEW were 
found to be re-sprouting. These have now 
either been “drilled and filled” or grubbed 
out and cut up.   

Much of the general area on the western 
side around to Elura Court was cleared of 
olives and ash several years ago by Dennis 
and Martin. The area between the Trail 
and the creek below was subsequently 
planted with suitable local native species. 
It’s pleasing to see that most of those 
plantings are doing well, in spite of recent 
very hot and dry summers. Removing 
introduced plant species that have come 
up in this area will continue to be the basis 
of working bees in the future. Next time 
you travel along Gorelon Drive, check out 
the work done by the FOSG and the “new 
look” gully. 

 
Gorelon Gully before the work 

 

 
Gorelon Gully after the work 

 

Instagram hits FOSG! 
Daniel Meseldzija 

aniel has been given the all clear to 
start posting content on the FOSG 

Instagram account. So if you have any 
interesting images you think might be 
useful feel free to send them his way. The 
best way to deliver them to Daniel is via 
his email address ; 

d.meseldzija1994@gmail.com  

So it will pay to remember to bring along 
your cameras or mobile phone to working 
bees and take a few photos! If you also 
copy them to newsletter editor Andrew 
Watson, they can be included in the more 
traditional form. 

 

Hibiscus 
Jean Hancox 

t the FOSG barbecue on 11th January 
at our place you may remember 

there was a small native hibiscus plant on 
the level below the deck where we ate and 
below the rockery. I was trying to explain 
the plant’s flower and said how each 

D 

A 

mailto:d.meseldzija1994@gmail.com


 

6 
 

flower only stays for a day. It eventually 
flowered and the photo shows it in full 
bloom. 

It is Hibiscus heterophyllus “Lutea”, a 
native of coastal Queensland and NSW. 
The plant isn’t native to the Sturt Gorge or 
South Australia but might still be of 
interest. 

 
Hibiscus heterophyllus “Lutea” 

 

Ring tail possum 
The box in the photo is in the large bottle 
brush near our front door. Possum ringtail 
sometimes hangs out lately on hot 
afternoons when sun is on the back of the 
box as it tries to get to the coolest part! 

 
Ring tail possum (look closely) 

 

Weather in the Gorge 
Andrew Watson 
 

eather conditions in the Sturt 
Gorge over the most recent three 

months have bucked the ominous trend set 
in early summer which saw exceptionally 
hot and dry conditions.  

 
Instead, the weather gods have delivered 
relatively mild temperatures and near 
normal rainfall. There were no heat 
waves, with temperatures exceeding 400C 
on only four days, all in January. Not once 
during February and March did it exceed 
350C! Maximum temperatures were close 

 
Below average maximum 

temperatures, January to March 

0C 
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to 10C cooler than average overall, with 
February the stand-out month, being more 
than 20C below the norm. Given that the 
atmosphere globally is continuing to 
warm, this is an unlikely but welcome 
anomaly! 

 
Rainfall during January and February was 
higher than normal, particularly in 
February which had almost double the 
average. A very welcome fall in excess of 
40 mm on the first two days of February 
was the highlight. Unfortunately the tap 
turned off after that, with the remainder of 
February and March being very dry. A 
miserly 6 mm was the total for March, 
only 20% of normal. Even though the 
three monthly total rainfall was very close 
to average, because of the long dry spell 
from early February, soils in the Gorge 
were drier than normal by the end of 
March. As a result, some of the vegetation 
was showing signs of moisture stress. 
Some good rain in early April would be 
very nice! (Editor note; we got it!). 
As in most summer and early autumn 
periods, high pressure systems dominated 
the weather pattern. Troughs and fronts 
which brought the cool changes were 
generally infrequent and weak, producing 
little or no rainfall. The exceptions were 

on 20th January and 1st February when 
stronger troughs laden with moisture 
delivered the bulk of the total rain. 
The next three months traditionally sees 
temperatures fall away quite sharply and 
rainfall increase. The belt of high pressure 
which sits south of the continent during 
summer gradually makes its way  

 
northward through the autumn, and by 
mid-winter is most often positioned north 
of the Gorge. Low pressure systems from 
the Southern Ocean have more frequent 
influence, and westerly winds coupled 
with fronts bring more regular rainfall. 

 
The forecast for the April to June quarter 
is promising, with a firm indication that 
the weather pattern should evolve to a 
winter scenario early in the period. The 

 
Near average rainfall, January to 

March 

% 
 

 

 
Below average maximum 

temperatures expected, April to 
June 

% 

 

 
Above average rainfall expected, 

April to June 

% 
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high pressure ridge should shift northward 
during April allowing westerly winds to 
feed in moisture and episodes of shower 
activity. Fronts should become steadily 
more influential, with the stronger 
features likely to bring some notable rain 
events. Sea temperatures in the eastern 
Indian Ocean are currently warmer than 
normal, leading to higher evaporation and 
increased atmospheric moisture. There is 
the possibility that one or two frontal 
systems might interact with that moisture, 
leading to a good soak for the Gorge. So 
for the three month period overall the 
expectation is for rainfall to be higher than 
average. That should be good news! 
In regard to temperatures, April is 
typically a mild month, with longer cool 
sequences becoming more frequent 
during May, leading into June which is 
traditionally cold most of the time. With 
the synoptic pattern expected to trend 
toward winter early in the period, some 
unusually cool days during April would 
not surprise. Chilly days with winds from 
the west or south will become more 
regular with time. The occasional warm 
day in northerly winds during April and 
May can’t be counted out, but cooler 
spells are likely to be more common. The 
nett result is that temperatures for the 
three month period overall are likely to be 
lower than average. 
The prospect of above normal rain and 
generally cool temperatures for the 
remainder of autumn and into early winter 
should be good news for the native 
vegetation in the Gorge. If things go 
according to plan, by June we should see 
the full greenery return, the native grasses, 
plants and trees thriving and the creeks 

and rivers flowing. Touch wood the 
forecast is accurate! 
 

A Welcome Rain 
Event 
Andrew Watson 

n an unusual event for summer, a 
tropical air mass descended on the 

Gorge during the evening of 31st January, 
ahead of a trough of low pressure. As the 
trough moved through it provided the 
necessary lift to trigger a wide area of rain 
and thunderstorms, bringing soaking rain 
to a broad area. Falls of up to 60 mm were 
recorded through the event, which 
extended into 2nd February. 

 

 
Weather Radar image, 7.18 pm, 31st January 

 

Weather radar images on the evening of 
31st January showed heavy rain moving 
into the Gorge. The Craigburn Farm rain 
gauge recorded 35 mm in the 24 hours to 
9 am on 1st February. 
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It was a godsend for the local area, with 
rainwater tanks refilled, creeks and rivers 
flowing, dams replenished, and the topsoil 
regaining some much needed moisture. 
The native vegetation was revitalised, 
taking on a healthy shade of green over the 
ensuing days. The event provided a 
renewed sense of optimism for everyone, 
particularly those who had suffered 
through the rigours of the hot weather and 
fires of December. See page 11 for the 
detailed weather summary. 

 

Some Native Flora and 
Fauna 
Andrew Goldie  
Acacia paradoxa… 

Acacia paradoxa is commonly referred to 
as Kangaroo Thorn, and I assume that this 
derives from its drooping form which 
provides shelter for kangaroos overnight. 

On my bushcare site (a little bit east of 
Sturt Gorge) the flattened areas and 
kangaroo droppings around paradoxa 
certainly corroborate this. 

Going to Wikipedia I notice that the 
standard growth pattern is for a shrub or 
small tree of about 2 to 4 metres in height. 
I agree, most of the plants in the Gorge are 
of this size. 

However, on my site I've come across 
numerous examples of what I can only 
describe as a vinous form of Acacia. 
paradoxa. 

These seem to be a consequence of other 
vegetation, mostly dead eucalyptus, 

falling on juvenile plants which then grow 
horizontally towards the north and 
eventually produce a regular growth. 

The best length I've measured to date is a 
trunk of about 8 centimetres diameter and 
9 metres in length, and at this point there's 
a shrub sized set of branches and foliage 
of about 2 metres in extent. 

Elsewhere I've come across trunks which 
have negotiated 90, 180 and 360 degree 
turns in pursuit of the northern sun. 

A prickly customer, but a truly amazing 
plant! 

 

Local Currawong… 

Slightly larger than the magpie, and 
probably the largest bird in our 
neighbourhood if we discount the 
cockatoos, there's the currawong. 

There are several subspecies throughout 
south-eastern Australia but our local item 
is the Grey Currawong - Strepera 
versicolor. 

A handsome bird, almost as black as a 
little raven, and with a distinctive white 
tip to its tail feathers and an even more 
distinctive two-part cry. 

Only twenty years ago they were a rarity, 
occasionally seen in the Belair National 
Park. 

Right now, they're commonly seen in 
Blackwood - including my back garden, 
with their youngsters. 

Their relative scarcity points to the fact 
that they must be towards or at the top of 
the food chain - that's how nature works 
after all. 
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That said, I've never seen the internecine 
squabbling you'd associate with lorikeets 
or the pecking order gnarlies and 
submissive displays you'd associate with 
magpies. 

Although a large bird they're remarkably 
agile in flight. I've seen them lift, 
manoeuvre, land and glide effortlessly.  
And, while they must know they are at the 
top of the pyramid, they don't flaunt their 
superiority by aggressive behaviour. 

An easy-going top dog. Remarkable! 

 



 

Weather Summary: January to March 
 

 

 

Month  Jan Feb Mar Total  

Rainfall (mm)  32.0 40.6 6.2 78.8 

Average  24.6 22.3 28.9 75.8 

     

Max Temp (0C)  29.6 26.8 26.0 27.5 

Average  29.6 29.5 26.6 28.6 

     

Wind Spd (km/h) 24 26 22 24.0 

Average  23 22 21 22.0 

Rainfall data from Craigburn Farm, temperatures from Kent Town, wind (3pm) from Adelaide Airport 

 

Image Gallery 

 
Blackwood Oval 4 kilometre Walk 

Courtesy : Bob Grant 
 

 

  



 

12 
 

 

 

Renwick Street 7 kilometre walk 

Courtesy : Bob Grant  

 

Correa glabra var. leucoclada. Rock Correa. Status SL Rare. 

Photo Rick Coyte 
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Images of the DEW controlled burn on 2nd April below Bushland Drive, Bellevue Heights 

Photos : Albert Kuster 

 

Newsletter Editor ; Andrew Watson 


