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Warriparinga Cultural Tour 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Over the last few months, it has been lovely to be able 

to gather together as a group again, and return to 

working in the Gorge.  I know that being out in the 

bush, hearing the birds, seeing the flowers and 

making a difference always makes me feel better.  We 

have been fortunate enough to have several new 

members join us recently, so a big welcome to Iggy, 

Simone, David, Merv, Alex, Paul, Liz, George, Sue, 

and Ian, and a welcome back to Karin. 

 

Thank you to everyone who shared project ideas for 

the next 12 months.  I have brought most of them 

together and applied for a Green Adelaide Grassroots 

grant to assist.  For your interest, here is the project 

brief.   

 

Sturt Gorge bush care boost 
 

This project aims to provide an additional boost to the 

bush care efforts of the Friends of Sturt Gorge. One 

component is engaging contractors to control 

European olives (Olea europea) on steep slopes), and 

dig up bulbs of Chincherinchee (Ornithogalum 

thyrsoides) in Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa) 

grassy woodland within management units 11 and 17 

of the park.  This is a woodland type listed as 

endangered under the EPBC Act 1999. These weeds 

are putting pressure on the remnant vegetation by 

crowding through dense infestations, displacement, 

reducing light, and preventing the regeneration of 

new plants as well as reducing the habitat value. The 

second component is the engagement of the 

community in on-ground works.  The Friends will 

promote two revegetation projects to encourage the 

community to come and try volunteering – firstly by 

doing ‘Free the Trees’ working bees to remove olives 

trees around old growth gums (management unit 32), 

and then following up with revegetation working 

bees to re-establish understorey plants to improve the 

habitat and increase the ecological value of this area 

as a habitat corridor between the northern and 

southern sections of the Sturt Gorge.  The second area 

for revegetation will be along a short walking trail 

leading down to the Magpie Creek ruin in 

management unit 17, where the Friends have 

previously removed olives.  

 

If you would like to assist with any of these activities, 

please email us on moreinfo@fosg.org.au 

 

In the next edition, I’ll 

feature the diversity of 

plants we are protecting 

through our work in 

management unit 11 – 

which sits south of Gorge 

Rd and Eve Rd in 

Bellevue Heights. 
 

Amy Blaylock 

President, Friends of Sturt Gorge 
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SEARCHING FOR THE (TOMB) 

STONE 
 

An elderly Eden Hills resident approached the 

Friends of Sturt Gorge a few months ago wanting to 

know if any of our members knew the location of a 

grave that he had seen while walking along the Sturt 

River during the 1950s.  He was born in 1940 and has 

lived in the area for most of his life.  His father, who 

was certain it was a grave, had told him its location 

and the name on the tombstone, which he can no 

longer remember.   
 

As a teenager, he spent many days walking along the 

gorge and swimming in the Sturt River.  He recalled 

seeing the tombstone on the bank of the river 

somewhere upstream from Magpie Creek and below 

where the flood control dam was later constructed.  

At the time he was the proud owner of a box Brownie 

camera and had intended taking a photograph of the 

stone but never got around to it.  Following his initial 

enquiry, he later suggested that if it couldn’t be found 

at that locality it might have been further upstream 

just beyond the flood control dam.   
 

Construction of the dam was completed in 1965, and 

a number of our members who had walked regularly 

in the Sturt Gorge before then have no recall of seeing 

a tombstone in the vicinity.  I suggested that it would 

be impossible to dig a grave along that particular 

stretch of the river, in fact anywhere along the gorge 

floor, as it is generally solid rock for its entire length.  

This locality also floods every winter, would be 

difficult to access by anyone wishing to visit the site, 

and why bury someone there when there are 

cemeteries in the general area.  I had also thought that 

it was probably illegal to bury someone outside of a 

cemetery.  
 

When I first heard the story I wondered if there may 

have been some connection with the double drowning 

tragedy that occurred in that vicinity on the 8th of 

October 1927.  On that day, two 16 year old boys 

drowned in the Sturt River at a popular swimming 

spot known as Cave Hole, just upstream from where 

the flood control dam is now situated.  After 

swimming for approximately 10 minutes, Rodney 

Saint appeared to be in trouble and disappeared below 

the surface.  His close friend Frank Collins (who 

couldn’t swim) jumped in to offer assistance.  Sadly 

both boys drowned.  A third boy, Rex Dunstan, who 

was at the scene of the drowning, ran all the way back 

to Blackwood to raise the alarm.  Rodney Saint’s 

family owned a two storey guest house facing the 

Blackwood roundabout. 
 

Within weeks of the tragedy, the local community 

decided to erect a memorial to Frank Collins in the 

form of a drinking fountain and locate it in a central 

position in Blackwood.  They also planned to place 

signs at the site of the drownings to warn others of the 

potential danger, and to install some suitable means 

of assistance to swimmers (lifebuoys perhaps) on the 

river bank in case of an emergency.  While it is 

believed that these safety precautions never 

happened, a granite drinking fountain in memory of 

Frank Collins who sacrificed his life in a vain attempt 

to save his friend was installed and can still be seen 

east of the Blackwood roundabout opposite where 

Saint’s boarding house once stood. 
 

Frank Collins was buried at the West Terrace 

Cemetery, and Rodney Saint at the Payneham 

Cemetery.  It is said that Frank’s mother, Hannah 

Collins, was 

severely heart-

broken and never 

got over the loss of 

her son.  She 

received constant 

medical treatment 

during the 7 years 

following his death 

and was severely ill 

until she died in 

1949.   
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It is obvious that the 

drownings had a huge 

impact on the families 

involved.  Perhaps the 

relatives of the two 

deceased boys decided 

to install a memorial 

stone on the bank of 

the Sturt River near 

where the tragedy took 

place, and it may have 

resembled a 

tombstone.  If so, 

following the construction of the flood control dam it 

would have soon been covered by water.   
 

The two drownings are the only deaths that I’m aware 

of that occurred in the Sturt Gorge during the 1900s.  

If there was a tombstone marking a grave in this 

vicinity of the Sturt River, who would have been 

buried there, and why at that particular location?  In 

an attempt to solve these questions, I first contacted 

the Mitcham Heritage Centre to see if they had any 

record of a grave or memorial stone in the Sturt 

Gorge, followed by the Blackwood Action Group 

History Committee, and finally the Monument 

Australia website, but drew a blank on all fronts. 
 

I remembered that during 2003 – 2004 a thorough 

heritage survey of the Sturt Gorge had been 

conducted by Pam Smith and a dedicated team of 

students from the Flinders University, so I contacted 

her to see if she had heard the story.  The late Gorden 

de Rose, who knew the area intimately, also spent a 

great deal of time sharing his knowledge of the area’s 

social history with them during the survey. He never 

mentioned the whereabouts of a grave in the Sturt 

Gorge to Pam and her survey team. 
 

Finally, I contacted the Adelaide Cemeteries 

Authority to find out if they recorded the location of 

all burial sites in South Australia.  I explained the 

situation and asked if they had any record of a person 

being buried in the Sturt Gorge.  They were extremely 

helpful and their 

response was that, “no 

legal burial could ever 

take place near the Sturt 

Creek for any reason not 

least because of the 

water contamination 

risks.  There are plenty 

of proper cemeteries 

nearby (eg. Mitcham and 

Brighton).  The only 

legal burials outside of 

cemeteries took place in 

remote areas of SA where distance was an issue and 

immediate burial was required.  This would not 

happen today and probably not in the last 100 years.” 
 

To summarise, the stone could not have been a 

tombstone.  As it is illegal to bury someone outside 

of a cemetery you wouldn’t brazenly mark the site of 

a grave with a tombstone.  However, this elderly 

resident did see a memorial stone of some description 

on the bank of the Sturt River.  After all, he was told 

the location by his father and then found it by using 

his directions.  If only he had photographed it as he 

had intended.  Other folks living in the Eden 

Hills/Blackwood area during the 1950s who walked 

along the Sturt River must have also known of its 

existence and whereabouts. 

 

I would be pleased to hear from anyone who has 

heard the story and can provide any information on 

its history and location.    

  

Les Gray     
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ARPA BUSHWALKERS AND 

FRIENDS OF STURT GORGE 

WEEDING DAY 
 

I don’t know if it was the perfect weather or the 

promise of Lorraine Billet’s wonderful array of 

home-made cakes at morning tea (which I personally 

suspect was the real reason), but 37 ARPA 

Bushwalkers along with several members of the 

Friends of Sturt Gorge, turned out in late August to 

attack a large patch of boneseed on the southern 

slopes of the Sturt Gorge for their annual weeding 

day.   

 

With so many weeders on hand, the task was 

completed in half an hour, so it was decided to walk 

10 minutes to the west and start attacking the heavily 

infested steep slopes above Spring Creek.  A number 

of olive trees and seedlings were also removed from 

this site.   

 

This was an extremely successful and productive 

morning, and the on-going removal of invasive 

boneseed will provide the opportunity for native 

plant species to re-establish in the cleared sections 

of our parks.  Thanks to all the ARPA bushwalkers 

who attended and especially Lorraine for providing 

the energy to keep them going!  

 

 
 

Boneseed (Osteospermum monilifera) was 

introduced to Australia during the mid-nineteenth 

century from southern Africa as an ornamental 

garden plant, with specimens first recorded in Sydney 

gardens in 1852.  It was then planted extensively 

during the early 1900s in southern Queensland, New 

South Wales and Victoria to stabilise coastal sand 

dunes, particularly from the mid-1940s through to the 

1960s. It was listed on Weeds of National 

Significance in 2000 and has since been declared one 

of the 20 most significant weeds in Australia because 

of its invasiveness, potential for spreading, and its 

environmental and economic impact.  Boneseed has 

been particularly successful in invading natural 

bushland, partly due to its ability to establish on 

relatively nutrient-poor soils.  It is one of the most 

common introduced weeds in national parks located 

in the Mount Lofty Ranges. 
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FREE THE TREES 
 

Albert Kuster has been leading a small dedicated 

team on a number of recent working bees to remove 

dense olive trees growth from around the trunks of 

mature River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 

and Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa) in the eastern 

end of the Sturt Gorge RP adjacent to Blackwood 

Park. Olive trees are a major pest-plant species along 

the Gorge and are out-competing native species in 

many areas.  Here are a few before and after shots of 

the team’s clearing efforts.  
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OUR YOUNGER FRIENDS 
 

You don’t have to be of a senior citizen to be a Friend 

of Sturt Gorge.  Two of our youngest Friends, brother 

and sister, Andrew and Claire, have been assisting in 

the revegetation of the Renwick Street reserve during 

the last four years and recently forwarded the 

following contribution and images.  
 

“I've been helping out with Friends of Sturt Gorge 

since 2016 when I was 7 years old. Each year we have 

helped with the revegetation and weed-removal at 

Renwick Street reserve. Over those years I've seen 

many of the seedlings we’ve planted grow into shrubs 

and small trees.  I've enjoyed seeing weeds in the 

reserve such as olives and soursobs replaced with a 

range of native plants and grasses.” (Andrew, 11 

years old). 
 

“Plantings at Renwick Street have made me happy 

and its fun.  The first time I helped I was 4 years old 

and my main role is always to be the “water girl” i.e. 

watering the new plants with a bucket of water from 

the creek.  Everything is well organised, and 

everyone works hard and is energetic.  I like the 

Friends of Sturt Gorge morning teas because they are 

yummy.” (Claire, 7 years old).  

 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

I will endeavour to produce a newsletter on a 

quarterly basis; ie. around the end of each March, 

June, September and December, and look forward to 

receiving articles, reports and images relating to our 

activities that you think will be of interest to our 

members.   
 

Check out past issues as a guide for content.  Good 

sharp images to accompany articles are also 

welcome. Please provide your text as files attached to 

emails, not as emails themselves, likewise your 

photos as separate files.  List the captions for each 

image below the article in the email.  Email your 

articles to; lesandmon@adam.com.au 

 

Acting newsletter editor 

 Les Gray 
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