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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

With our species list for planting approved, it has 

been full steam ahead at the Free the Trees site off 

Blackwood Park Boulevard at Craigburn Farm.   

 
Thank you to all members and friends who have 

cleared olives, and assisted with raking grass thatch 

and spraying out weeds to prepare for initial 

understorey planting around our grey box gums.   

 
The first planting event was 12 June and 22 people 

joined us for the morning, including local scouts and 

residents keen to be involved in on-ground 

environmental projects.    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were able to put 250 plants into the ground, 

including grasses, groundcovers and a few shrubs. 

Proximity to housing means there are some 

limitations on which types of plants we can return to 

the area.   

 

Our Green Adelaide Grassroots grant funded the 

plants, stakes and morning tea, while the tree guards 

were provided by our rangers.   

 
The next planting event will be during the school 

holidays – Wed 14 July at 2pm – and you can 

register via Eventbrite.   

 

 
   

 

 

Friends of Sturt Gorge 
 

“Volunteers working for conservation” 

Number 52, June 2021 

Newsletter 

 

Visit our web site www.fosg.org.au 

The June planting team 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/free-the-trees-school-holidays-planting-event-wednesday-14th-july-tickets-159299746831?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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Rick Coyte has also been working hard with teams 

to infill plant beside Gorelon Track where members 

have spent many hours clearing a wall of weeds.   

 

The City of Onkaparinga partnership at the Renwick 

Street reserve has also continued with infill planting 

on 19 June.   

 

It’s well worth a walk along the track leading from 

the Flagstaff Hill Kindergarten, as it will take you 

into the Park itself where you can see what a 

drainage line can become after years of weed 

removal and restoration. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Blaylock 

President, Friends of Sturt Gorge 

  

 

Local scouts restoring understorey plants 
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HORNERS BRIDGE PRECINCT; WHAT’S 

HAPPENING? 

 

Horners Bridge carpark on the eastern border of the 

Sturt Gorge Recreation Park is the starting and 

finishing point for many people using the trails 

along the Sturt River.  Following the opening of 

Stage 3 of the Sturt River Linear Park Trail last 

December, from the Coromandel Valley Institute to 

Horners Bridge carpark, I was surprised to see that 

the project had not been completed in accordance 

with the concept plan.   

 

The plan clearly showed that the river bank between 

the new carpark bridge and Horners Bridge should 

have been cleared of desert ash trees, bamboos, and 

other invasive weeds, and replanted with native 

plants as had been done elsewhere along the trail.  

Surely this should have been done while all the earth 

moving machinery was still on site?   

 

I contacted the Mitcham Council regarding the 

matter, and also enquired as to why Horners Bridge 

wasn’t promoted with new interpretive signage the 

same as all the other historic points of interest along 

the new trail.  My verbal enquiries were not 

addressed, so I then wrote to a councillor who lived 

near Horners Bridge in an attempt to resolve the 

matter, but once again, I received no response to my 

enquiries.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In that letter I also raised the issue of increased 

pedestrian traffic in the vicinity of Horners Bridge 

carpark.  This carpark has always been a popular 

starting point for mountain bike riders and walkers 

entering the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park from the 

east.  Crossing Coromandel Parade at this point can 

be a somewhat risky exercise, and is a matter that 

deserves immediate serious consideration by 

Mitcham Council.  The number of pedestrians 

crossing Coromandel Parade here will inevitably 

increase when the nearby Blackwood Park housing 

development becomes fully established, and the 

linear park trail gains popularity.   

 

I suggested that warning signage to motorists should 

be improved (presently, there isn’t even a sign 

indicating pedestrians crossing on the Onkaparinga 

Council side of the Bridge!), and that a simple and 

attractive solution would be to continue the new 

linear trail under Horners Bridge to link the carpark 

area with the existing walking/cycling trail on the 

north side of the Sturt River.  This has already been 

done elsewhere within the City of Mitcham Council 

area where a walking trail along the Brownhill 

Creek goes under the Old Belair Road. 
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Continuing my attempts to get a response from the 

City of Mitcham regarding these matters, I wrote to 

the Mayor on 5 February.  Finally, several months 

later on 8 June, I received a letter from the Mitcham 

Council Project Engineer, which in part stated that; 

 

The bamboo adjacent to Horners Bridge carpark is 

included for removal in the existing planting 

contract for Stage 3 – Sturt River Linear Park.  

The contract incorporates a second round of weed 

control and planting due to commence June 2021. 

Council arborists will investigate the ash trees 

adjacent the carpark and consider these for 

removal at the same time, however we do 

understand the area experienced a significant 

change from the recent works and a compromise 

was established to not remove all pest trees 

immediately until new plantings are established. 

 

Upgrade of Horners Bridge carpark is proposed 

for inclusion in 2021/22 financial year budget for 

design and construction.  These works will include 

the following; 

• Investigation into the feasibility of a 

formalised crossing point for pedestrians 

across Coromandel Parade; 

• Consideration of renewing Horners Bridge 

interpretive signage;   

• Consultation with SA Water into options to 

upgrade the carpark at Horners Bridge to 

improve the service level and aesthetics; 

and 

We look forward to working closely with the 

Friends of Sturt Gorge moving into the next stage 

of the shared use path and the upgrade of the 

Horners Bridge carpark. 

 

 

 

 

I realise that the carpark is an SA Water easement 

and can’t be covered with a permanent hard surface 

as there may be a need to access the sewerage 

system below, but it really would not take much 

effort to improve the aesthetics of the immediate 

vicinity.   

 

Removing this last remaining patch of pest plant 

species on the Sturt River Linear Trail, improving 

information signage relating to Horners Bridge 

(undoubtably the most notable historic feature along 

the Trail), would not take much effort or even cost 

much, when considering the millions already spent 

on the project. 

 

It would also be relatively inexpensive to improve 

the present pedestrian crossing signage for people 

entering the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park while we 

wait for the “investigation into the feasibility of a 

formalised crossing point for pedestrians” to be 

conducted sometime in the 2021/22 financial year.  

Let’s hope it doesn’t take a serious traffic incident 

before then which would probably hasten this 

process. 

 

Les Gray  
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WEEDING DAY 

 

The combined ARPA Bushwalkers and Friends of 

Sturt Gorge weeding day on the 20th May was once 

again a great success.  At 9am, 20 ARPA 

bushwalkers set off down the western slope of the 

Spring Creek valley from Lovely Valley Road to 

meet up with a small group of the Friends of Sturt 

Gorge who had already commenced weeding high 

up on the opposite side along the Lomandra Trail.   

 

An extensive patch of established boneseed was 

cleared a short distance from where last year’s 

weeding day was conducted.  The weather was 

excellent on the day, although the ground was harder 

than we would have liked due to the lack of recent 

rain, making weeding just a little more difficult than 

previous years.   

 

With such a large number of weeders present, I 

think we made a noticeable impact.  After an hour or 

so of pulling boneseed, the group took a break and 

moved up to the Vincent Track where Lorraine 

Billett had set up her table with the usual array of 

delicious home-made cakes.  As usual, the cakes 

were a huge hit and appreciated by all present at the 

event. 

 

Following the cake and coffee break, a small group 

remained at the site to continue weeding while the 

ARPA Bushwalkers headed eastward along the 

Lomandra Trail towards the flood control dam, 

passing the sites of previous boneseed weeding days 

that were conducted during the previous 3 years.  It 

was encouraging to see that boneseed had not re-

established at these sites. 
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YOUNG MEMBERS TO THE RESCUE 

 

The Friends of Sturt Gorge have continued the 

removal of olive trees from under mature Grey Box 

growing along the slope below Blackwood Park 

Boulevard during the last quarter.   

 

 
 

 

After removal, the olive tree trunks and branches are 

stacked in piles a short distance from the gums to 

eventually break down.  Ideally it would be 

preferable to reduce this material into a smaller form 

to hasten decomposition, but it’s simply not possible 

in the time available and with so few volunteers 

attending these working bees. Our energy is better 

expended in just the removal of the olive trees and 

poisoning the stumps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, during the last school holidays, we were 

fortunate to have a number of our younger (and 

certainly much fitter) Friends attend a couple of 

Monday working bees.  Fortunately, DEW was able  

to provide a large on site shredding machine during 

this period, so the kids went to work dragging 

freshly cut branches up the slope to the road where it 

was then fed into the mulcher by DEW staff.  The 

efforts of the kids were certainly appreciated by all 

of us more senior members.    

 

We have currently cleared mature olive trees from 

around 12 Grey Box and will continue working 

westward during the next quarter. 
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WALKING THE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL 

 

South Australia is fortunate to have the Sturt Gorge 

that provides a snapshot of when Earth experienced 

a major glaciation.  It is one of the first places in the 

world to show evidence of glaciation during the 

Neoproterozoic (1.0 billion to 542 million years 

ago).  

 

In June, 10 hardy FoSG members braved a cool 

overcast day to learn about the geology of the Sturt 

Gorge from local geologist Colin Conor who has 

been instrumental in surveying the new geological 

trail just upstream from the Cascades. Colin has 

produced a booklet explaining the geological history 

of the area and details what can be seen when 

walking the trail. The forecast was for rain showers 

which fortunately didn’t eventuate until later in the 

day. 

 

 

 

The walk showcased the Sturt Tillite, also known as 

diamictite, which was laid down under glacial 

conditions about 650 million years ago during the 

Sturtian Glaciation. At that time, Australia was 

situated close to the South Pole and was attached to 

Antarctica in the continent of Rodinia.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Colin explained that the tillite is composed of a 

mixture of different sized particles including large 

rounded rocks which had been deposited by glacial 

action. There are two layers of tillite outcropping in 

the Gorge and they are separated by a two metre 

thick band of siltstone, which Colin explained as 

being laid down during quieter times than the tillite. 

This siltstone marker can be seen cropping out on 

both sides of the Gorge above the cascades.  

 

We saw both bedding and cleavage in the 

outcropping rocks and Colin explained that the 

cleavage was caused by tectonic forces during the 

later Delamarian orogeny. There are some good 

exposures of the tillite with large granite and quartz  

clasts at the Magpie Creek waterfall and beside the 

track leading up the hill from the falls.  
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The walk took around 90 minutes and we all thought 

it was a worthwhile excursion. Colin was able to 

answer all of our questions and it wasn’t until we 

finished that I told him two of us (Tim and John), 

were also retired geologists. It turned out that we 

were all educated in UK universities in the 1970s; 

it’s a small world! 

 

The booklet, “Magpie Creek Geological Trail,” can 

be downloaded from the Geological Society of 

Australia at: 

https://www.gsa.org.au/common/Uploaded%20files/

Divisions/SA/Magpie%20Creek_A5.pdf 

 

 

John Fabray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.gsa.org.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Divisions/SA/Magpie%20Creek_A5.pdf
https://www.gsa.org.au/common/Uploaded%20files/Divisions/SA/Magpie%20Creek_A5.pdf
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Sturt Gorge Joint Weeding Day 2021 

 

Thursday 16 Sept at 9:00am 

 

Park cars near gate 28, east side of Lovely Valley 

Rd, Flagstaff Hill, UBD 153-N16. 

 

Many thanks to all the Bushwalkers and Friends of 

Sturt Gorge who attended the May Weed and Walk 

day. The cakes baked and served by Lorraine Billet 

were very much appreciated. Lorraine would like to 

hand the baking over to some new volunteer. 

Therefore, I am looking for a keen baker to come 

forward. 

 

FoSG have once again invited ARPA bushwalkers 

to join them for a combined weeding day. The 

bushwalkers will walk a short distance to the 

weeding area to pull boneseed on a slope adjacent to 

Spring Creek. This time the FoSG and bushwalkers 

will work in the same area. This area has been 

worked by FoSG for some time and the front of the 

weeds is clearly visible. There are also plenty of 

olives if the bushwalkers want to tackle those as 

well, just ask for some tools and instructions from 

the FoSG volunteers. 

 

Please bring your hat, water, gardening gloves and 

hi-vis vest. The leaders for the working bee will be 

Jenni Statton and Albert Kuster. Morning tea will be 

supplied at 10.30am at the creek line with cake by 

some unknown person, who has yet to come 

forward. The working bee will continue until 12 

noon, when we walk back up the slope to the cars. 

 

Contact: Albert Kuster albert@helenkuster.com for 

more information. 

 

Please note, I’ve changed my phone number.  It is 

now 0498 578 367 

  

NEWSLETTER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

I will endeavour to produce a newsletter on 

a quarterly basis; ie. around the end of each 

March, June, September and December, 

and look forward to receiving articles, 

reports and images relating to our activities 

that you think will be of interest to our 

members.   
 

Check out past issues as a guide for content.  

Good sharp images to accompany articles 

are also welcome.   

 

Please provide your text as files attached to 

emails, not as emails themselves, likewise 

your photos as separate files.  List the 

captions for each image below the article in 

the email.  

 

Email your articles to 

lesgray2020@gmail.com 

 

Les Gray 

Newsletter editor 

 

 

mailto:albert@helenkuster.com
mailto:lesgray2020@gmail.com
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