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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

As the Green Adelaide Grassroots Grant draws to a will complete their contracted hours digging out
close, it is encouraging to look back on our bulbs of the weed Ornithogalum in the four known
achievements. The regular olive working bees mean patches on this side of the Gorge.

we now have many more old gums ready for

revegetation in future years. Our school holidays Thank you to everyone who has assisted with this
planting day on 14 July attracted 34 participants, project so far!

including 25 non-members who found out about it
via signs around the park, online at Eventbrite or
Facebook, or through word-of-mouth.

The final planting event on 15 August had 19
participants, 11 of whom were non-members, and
included keen southern members of the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Association who had returned
after joining us for the first time in July.

It was good returning to Gorge Road, Bellevue
Heights, in August and seeing that our poison
treatment of olives in the valley during May had
been successful. This area is to the north of where
we contracted Mint Green Environments to do work.

During the September bird survey, it was pleasing to
see the plantings growing so well, with the grasses
sending up seed heads and the bulbine lilies, Many hands make light work
chocolate lilies, and common everlasting daisies all

in flower. By the end of September, Trees for Life




Working on olives off Gorge Road, Bellevue Heights Dead olives in three months!

Amy Blaylock
President, Friends of Sturt Gorge

REEN
AMELAIDE




SPIDERS AND OTHER CREEPY CRAWLIES
IN THE STURT GORGE

While walking along the River Trail recently, |
noticed that a Marbled Gecko had unfortunately
become entangled in cobweb stretched across the
opening of a deep crack in the rock wall. The
Marbled Gecko is the most common reptile in the
general Adelaide region and is often seen around
homes as well as bushland. It looked like it hadn’t
been in the web for long so | picked up a small twig
and tried to untangle it, but it quickly became
apparent that | was too late, the unfortunate gecko
was dead. There was no sign of the spider that had
made the web; it must have been well back in the
crevice. | left and let nature take its course.

However, | was curious to know what type of spider
had caught the hapless gecko, so | decided to go
back the next day, hoping that it might be out on the
web. When | arrived, there sitting on top of the now
quite desiccated gecko, was one of the largest
Redback spiders | had ever seen.

Redbacks are carnivorous and known to feed mainly
on insects, but they also take other large spiders,
small lizards, even mice and small snakes. They
prefer a similar habitat to all of these animals
guaranteeing a regular food source. Most people
would be familiar with Redbacks. They can be
found throughout Australia from the bush to your
backyard shed, and are very common in the greater
Adelaide region.

Did you know that only one person has died in
Australia from a spider bite during the past 40
years?

One of the most often sighted spiders in the Sturt
Gorge Recreation Park are male Red-headed Mouse
Spiders. These rather striking looking spiders, about
the size of a five-cent coin, are often encountered
along the walking trails. They have a bright red
head, glossy black jaws, a gunmetal bluish black
abdomen, and never seem to be in a hurry. I’'ve
watched them for extended periods and they appear
to just wander about aimlessly. These spiders are in
fact the male of the species, and they do spend most
of their time just wandering about looking for
females, especially during the mating season from
summer through to early winter.

The Red-headed Mouse spider's bite is poisonous,
and females have been found to produce copious
amounts of highly toxic venom, which is potentially
as dangerous as that of the Sydney funnel-web
spider. There are no records of humans being bitten
by this species.



The females grow to a much larger size (up to
35mm) than the males, have stout bodies, short legs,
and tend to be uniformly dark brown to black all
over. Due to their vastly different size and
appearance, males and females were treated as two
completely different species when they were first
scientifically described. It wasn't until many years
later when a pair was found mating that it was
discovered that they were in fact the same species of
spider.

You are unlikely to see a female unless you dig one
up, as they live in burrows which can extend to a
depth 30cm or more, which is unusually deep for a
spider. The females are sluggish and tend to remain
in, or very close to, their burrows for their entire life,
S0 it is rare to see one.

The female lays 60 or more eggs within an egg sac
stored in their hole. The spiders hatch from the egg
sac over summer and remain with the mother into
autumn when dispersal occurs. The young Red-
headed mouse spiders are then dispersed by
ballooning, sometimes referred to as kiting, where
spiders can move through the air by releasing one or
more gossamer threads to catch the wind. By this
means, the young spiders are carried aloft and are
then at the mercy of the air currents. This explains
the relatively wide distribution of Red-headed
Mouse spiders.

Another very common spider in the Gorge is the
Lined Spider. Although they are common you don’t
usually see them as they keep well-hidden under the
leaf litter around trees. They are nocturnal, have
eight eyes in two rows of four, and feed on other
spiders and ground dwelling insects.

Because it likes to stay out of sight, the Lined Spider
doesn’t construct a web out in the open, instead it
weaves a dense silk sac for its eggs on the ground
under logs or rocks. It has a body length of 10 — 20
mm, its colour varies from brown to black, and has a
lined stripe pattern along the body. They have long
legs and look a bit like a Wolf Spider.

Did you know that most spiders have eight eyes,
but some species have six, four or two, and a few
cave-dwelling species have evolved without eyes?

The largest spider you are likely to encounter in the
Sturt Gorge and surrounds is the Golden Orb-
weaving Spider, especially during summer. While
the males are small with a maximum body length of
around 6 mm, the female body length can be up to
40 mm.



Golden Orb-weavers build their web in a classic
bicycle wheel shape with spoke-like threads
radiating from a hub. The web is quite spectacular,
being as much as two metres in diameter and usually
constructed between trees and bushes. Lying across
the supporting spokes, are finer and more elastic
threads that encircle the hub in parallel rows. These
are armed with beads of glue to snare flying insects.
If you’ve walked into one of these huge webs you’ll
know it is an extremely unpleasant experience,
especially at night!

The female hangs waiting at the hub with her front
legs facing downwards. Directly above where the
female sits, she hangs a vertical line of silk-wrapped
dead insects. This larder of dead insects is added to
when conditions are good and used up when food is
scarce. These spiders remain in their web day and
night.

If you look closely at the web of the Golden Orb-
weaving spider, you should be able to spot the very
much smaller and darker male sitting within a few
centimetres of the female. After mating she often
eats the male. She eventually produces a single egg
sac which is wrapped in silk and hidden inside a
curled leaf or bundle of twigs.

Did you know that all spider species have the
ability to make silk but only around half of
known species actually spin webs?

While on the subject of spiders, I thought I’d
mention scorpions. Scorpions, like spiders, are also
arachnids. This diverse group includes things like
crabs, spiders, ticks, mites, and insects, all of which
have hard jointed exoskeletons and jointed paired
legs.

Scorpions are more common than most people
realise; it’s just their cryptic nature that allows them
to avoid large predators. They are not rare, just
difficult to spot. Their body markings provide
excellent camouflage, they tend to be nocturnal, and
they take advantage of the abundance of hiding
places in the Sturt Gorge.

Earlier this year, after disturbing some leaf litter on
the River Trail, | saw a Black Rock Scorpion and
since then three other people have mentioned to me
that they had seen Marbled Scorpions while walking
in the Sturt Gorge.

There are four species of scorpions that occur in the
greater Adelaide region. The two most common are
the Black Rock Scorpion and the Marbled Scorpion
(the more common of the two).

The Marbled Scorpion has a body length of 20-
40mm and tail 15-25mm, is a yellow-orange colour
with an all-over mottled yellow brown pattern.



The legs are a similar colour to the tail and pincers.
It is usually found in leaf litter, under bark or rotting
wood, is nocturnal, and feeds on small insects,
especially termites.

The Black Rock Scorpion is the larger of the two;
the body is 50-70mm long and the tail 30-35mm and
is dark brown to black all over. Scorpions feed on
termites, beetles, spiders, and a variety of small
insects, and yes, they can inflict a painful sting with
that tail spine.

A study published by CSIRO in 2017 suggested that
there are around 836 species of spiders in Australia.

I don’t know how many of these can be found in the
Sturt Gorge, but there are quite a few, and certainly

some very interesting ones.

Les Gray




WATCH OUT FOR THE SNAKES

It may only be Spring, but I’ve already heard of a
number of snake sightings by bush walkers in the
Sturt Gorge RP. I’ve seen a couple of Red-bellied
Black Snakes out sunning themselves during past
weeks, and on a recent working bee while removing
olive trees along Magpie Creek, three of us had an
interesting encounter with a large Eastern Brown
Snake.

Perched safely on top of the rock, we were able to
watch the snake for more than 10 minutes. It didn’t
seem to be in a hurry to leave the area and passed just
below us a couple of times while doing circuits
through the grass below. It eventually headed away
from our rock perch, so we took the opportunity to
head off in the opposite direction to look for more
olive trees that didn’t have a resident snake.

We three were walking in line through knee-high
dead grass at the time, when the leader noticed the
grass ahead of him was moving. He then caught a
glimpse of a large snake crossing our intended path.
We quickly backed off and climbed onto a nearby
large flat rock hoping to get a better view of the
snake, and to see where it was going.

We didn’t have to wait long before an Eastern Brown
Snake, more than a metre long, emerged from the
grass into a clearer area, where it just started slowly
moving aimlessly around in front of us, sliding in and
out of the long grass. Perhaps it was hunting as there
didn’t seem to be any logic to its movements.

With so many snake sightings before summer is even
upon us, I’d suggest that there are going to be a lot
more, so if you’re walking along the Sturt River, keep
an eye out for them and keep your dog on a lead.

Les Gray



WEEDING DAY

The most recent combined Friends of Sturt Gorge
and ARPA Bushwalkers weeding day was
conducted in early September. There was a good
combined roll-up of 17 weeders from both groups,
who made their way down from the western
boundary of the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park to
Spring Creek, where they regrouped and set about
attacking the massive boneseed infestation covering
the steep eastern slope of the Spring Creek gully.

It was rewarding to look back up at the hillside after
three hours of weeding and reflect on the difference
we had made. Fortunately, we had mild sunny
weather and the ground was soft from recent rain
making the task of pulling out some of the larger
specimens of boneseed easier than usual.

Like previous weeding days, Lorraine Billett, and
her assistant, Valerie Dobie, provided a huge array
of delicious cakes for the weeders during their
morning coffee break. Very much appreciated by all
those present.

NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTIONS

I will endeavour to produce a newsletter
on a quarterly basis; ie. around the end of
each March, June, September and
December, and look forward to receiving
articles, reports and images relating to our
activities that you think will be of interest
to our members.

Check out past issues as a guide for
content. Good sharp images to
accompany articles are also welcome.

Please provide your text as files attached
to emails, not as emails themselves,
likewise your photos as separate files.

List the captions for each image below the
article in the email.

Email your articles to
lesgray2020@gmail.com

Les Gray
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