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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

At the July meeting, Claire Bowmer shared her report 

on the outcomes of meetings she has held with 

academic staff at Flinders University to explore 

collaborations. The current proposals are half day 

weeding/planting sessions during 2023 for first year 

environmental science students in the Sturt Gorge to 

experience Landcare, and also involvement in a 

research project trying different treatments to restore 

Grey Box grassy woodlands on campus. 

 

Les has written a grant application under the 

Volunteer Small Grants program for more tools and 

herbicides. Ranger Kurtis and I will add more details 

before submission and closing on 17 October. 

 

An outdoor education teacher from Unley High 

School contacted us a few months ago seeking 

opportunities for a Year 10 class to come and do some 

work in the Sturt Gorge to complement their interest 

in sustainable trail use and human impacts on our 

natural environment. I ran two working bees in 

August for a total of 22 students, who were travelling 

as a group on mountain bikes. After providing a short 

talk on the history of our group and the work we do, 

the students helped with some infill planting of the 

Grey Box closest to the pumping station on 

Blackwood Park Boulevard.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was also some enthusiastic cutting back of 

mature olives for a total of 29.5 volunteer hours. It 

was a great way for them to get hands-on experience 

of mitigating threats to biodiversity in the Park. 

 

We focussed on planting related working bees in July 

and August while we had perfect conditions for 

planting, in fact it was perhaps a little too wet for 

comfort on some occasions. Areas covered included 

the Gorelon creek line, Renwick Street Reserve, and 

Blackwood Park Boulevard. Unfortunately, the high 

rainfall is helping to fuel weed growth between and 

inside tree guards which will require further working 

bees to rectify. 

 

Some other highlights for this past quarter were; 

• Robyn and Vinko have been working hard on 

olives and boneseed in Management Unit 26 

which is north of the Flagstaff Hill Scout Hall, 

 

• Rick and Scott have been adding plants to the 

riparian zone of Renwick Creek and the 

Gorelon creek line, as well as managing 

weeds around previous plantings, 

 

• Dennis continues to clock up around 50 hours 

a month, currently working in Unit 7 between 

Starlight Crescent and Broadmeadow Drive, 
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• David Shield continues his work on olives in 

the areas adjacent to the lake off Gartrell 

Boulevard, 

 

• John headed out to do three hours on the 

South African weed orchid,  

 

• Jenni and Tony continue to add more 

volunteer hours on the south side tackling 

woody weeds, and finally 

 

• The September Nature walk where six 

members of the public joined Albert and 

myself on a nature walk in the Gorge on 

Saturday 10th September was a successful 

exercise. We were fortunate to have a lovely 

sunny afternoon to do a leisurely 90-minute 

loop, west along Tapa Turrungka, down to 

Magpie Creek, and then back along the River 

Trail. Spring flowers were in abundance, with 

many more due to come into full bloom 

during the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Blaylock 

President, Friends of Sturt Gorge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gorelon planting 

Blue grass-lily (Caesia calliantha) 

Walking along Tapa Turrungka behind 

Resthaven 
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BRIAN BLAYLOCK 

 1947-2022 

 

Brian was born at Rose Park in 1947 and grew up in 

Queenstown. He had a keen interest in all aspects of 

the natural world and joined the Junior Field 

Naturalists as a teenager. As he became an adult, he 

was particularly drawn to birds and plants, 

developing his identification skills and deep 

knowledge of species within and beyond Australia. 

 

 In 1999 he was one of the founding members of the 

Friends of Sturt Gorge along with daughter Amy, and 

was both a committee member (as treasurer, website 

coordinator and secretary) and active participant in 

working bees for 20 years. Brian was a man of few 

words, but many actions. 

 

The family learnt recently how special the Sturt 

Gorge was to Brian; it was where he proposed to his 

wife Joanne in November 1969. They married in 

1970, and bought a block of land in Eden Hills. A 

short time later, they moved to Canberra to work in 

the Commonwealth Public Service, and during those 

14 years in the ACT, their two daughters Amy and 

Kirri were born. Eventually they returned to SA and 

lived at Flagstaff Hill. In 1991, they finished building 

a house on their Eden Hills block which still remains 

the family home. 

 

Brian retired early from the public service where his 

main focus was IT, but soon found that retirement 

allowed him to pursue all of his natural history 

interests more deeply. He became a volunteer at the 

State Herbarium of South Australia, and the SA 

Museum where he contributed to a number of 

scientific papers on birds. He was a long-time 

member of the South Australian Ornithological 

Association, which later became Birds SA. 

 

Brian was the secretary of Birds SA for 18 years 

where he contributed countless hours in the  

 

 

 

 

development of their website and records 

management. His service to the association was  

recently recognised with a posthumous Honorary 

Membership. Through his passion for bird watching, 

he provided almost 18,000 bird records, both survey  

and opportune, to the Biological Database of South 

Australia during the last 20 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From his mid-teens onwards, Brian collected and 

submitted plant specimens to the State Herbarium 

from around South Australia, particularly Yorke 

Peninsula. This collection includes native and exotic 

plants from the Sturt Gorge. During his life he 

contributed over 2300 individual plant specimens to 

the State Herbarium’s collection, of which more than 

1600 had been submitted by the time he was 25 years 

old.  

 

Clockwise from top left 2013 working bee in 

MU11; 2012 Starlight Crescent planting;  

2001 Parks Festival FOSG display; Gold Pass 

recipients 2017 – Margaret Milford, Amy 

Blaylock, and Brian. 
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During retirement, he was invited to participate in 

more than 30 biological survey trips (including those 

with the Environment Department and the Scientific 

Expedition Group) as a plant and a bird expert.  

 

For the last decade, Brian was also a Director of 

World’s End Conservation (a company dedicated to 

protecting and conserving land in the mid-north of 

SA), helping with administration and conducting bird 

identification workshops. 

 

Brian leaves behind a legacy of great scientific and 

conservation value, and a family that will miss him 

always. 

 

Amy Blaylock 
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE OLIVE 

TREES? 

During the previous six months, I’ve noticed a 

considerable decline in the appearance, and in fact the 

general health, of large patches of mature olive trees 

and their seedlings within the Sturt Gorge RP.  

The usually shiny green leafed stands of olive trees 

covering the slopes above Spring Creek, Magpie 

Creek, and other parts of the Park have now turned 

yellow, and taken on what can only be described as 

quite an unhealthy appearance.  Many of the trees had 

even dropped all their leaves, while immature 

seedlings amongst the under-story appear to be dead 

or dying.  

After taking a closer look at some of the yellow spotty 

leaves, I noticed that many were infested with 

numerous very tiny mites, which I was later able to 

identify as the native Olive Lace Bug, Froggattia 

olivine. This Australian native sap-sucking insect is 

usually found on the Large Mock Olive, Notelaea 

longifolia, a common native coastal shrub that grows 

along the east coast of Australia from southern 

Queensland down to eastern Victoria.  

However, in recent years this native bug has quickly 

spread from its natural east coast habitat westward 

across the continent.  It is now attacking commercial 

orchards of introduced European olives trees (Olea 

europaea) from South Australia across the continent 

to WA, where it has become quite a serious problem 

for the olive farming industry in the hills near Perth. 

Perhaps the Olive Lace Bug is a recent arrival to the 

Sturt Gorge, as I’ve not noticed such a large number 

of unhealthy olive trees in past years like those there 

at present. Or it could be that they have been here for 

some time, and this year’s climatic conditions have 

been more suitable for their development, which has 

resulted in a population explosion.  

If you are walking in the Gorge, check out the 

underside of the leaves on some of the sick looking 

olive trees, a magnifying glass will help. The adult 

Olive Lace Bugs are mottled dark brown and cream 

in colour, flat and quite small, about 2mm to 3mm 

long.  

They have long black tipped antennae and lace-like 

see through wings. They feed on the underside of the 

leaves which then causes pin-head size yellow 

spotting on the top surface. You will also notice that 

the underside is often covered with their black 

droppings.
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The juveniles are oval in shape, wingless, vary in 

colour from light cream or greenish-yellow to a 

pinkish-orange, and usually found in very large 

numbers. They don’t seem to spend much time on the 

upper leaf surface if at all. Severe infestations cause 

leaf-drop and twig and branch die-back, which is now 

quite obvious in the Sturt Gorge RP. In WA there 

have been cases where heavy infestation has led to 

entire olive groves defoliating and mature trees 

dying.  

As tough as they are, I would suggest that the 

majority of olive trees growing in the Sturt Gorge RP 

are in fact stressed to some degree. All of these trees 

are self-propagated and completely unmanaged, and 

trees growing in such conditions are far more 

susceptible to Olive Lace Bug attack.  

Unfortunately, the Olive Lace Bug is not going to 

exterminate all the olive trees in the Sturt Gorge RP, 

but let’s hope that it might have some impact on their 

density and general health. It’s also great to see a 

native species having some impact on a serious 

introduced pest plant species. 

Les Gray 

NEWSLETTER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

I will endeavour to produce a newsletter on a 

quarterly basis; ie. around the end of each March, 

June, September and December, and look forward 

to receiving articles, reports and images relating to 

our activities that you think will be of interest to 

our members.   

Check out past issues as a guide for content.  Good 

sharp images to accompany articles are also 

welcome.   

Please provide your text as files attached to 

emails, not as emails themselves, likewise your 

photos as separate files.  List the captions for each 

image below the article in the email.  

Email your articles to lesgray2020@gmail.com 

Les Gray 

Newsletter editor 



7 

RED-BELLIED BLACK SNAKE Pseudechis 

porphyriacus 

Summer is not far away, and with the increase in 

temperature comes snake sightings along the trails in 

the Sturt Gorge.  The snake responsible for most 

sightings is the Brown Snake, but the one with the 

most striking appearance is the Red-bellied Black 

Snake. Not as common as the Brown Snake but still 

a very interesting reptile. 

Red-bellied Black Snakes prefer moist habitats, like 

swamps, wetlands, rivers, and creeks. They occur 

coastally in eastern Australia from Cooktown in 

northern Queensland southward around as far as 

Hamilton in western Victoria. However, after that 

there’s a long gap to the relatively small isolated 

population occurring in SA.  

In SA they can be found along creeks and areas of 

permanent water, stretching south from the Barossa, 

down along the Fleurieu Peninsula, east to the lower 

Murray, and in parts of the Mount Lofty Ranges. If 

threatened, and there is a stream or river nearby, they 

have been known to move quickly into the water and 

dive to the bottom where they can remain submerged 

for up to 30 minutes.   

Male Red-bellied Black Snakes are much larger than 

the females and can reach 2 metres in length and 2 

kilograms in weight, while the females generally 

attain a maximum length of just over a metre. They 

eat almost any small vertebrates that they can catch, 

but frogs and small lizards make up the majority of  

their diet. 

The biological role of the black snake’s brilliant black 

and red skin coloration remains a mystery.  

Researchers believe that the light absorbent black 

scales on the snake’s upper surface may enable it to 

heat up rapidly when it basks in the sun, and suggest  

that the red scales might be a means of alerting larger 

animals to its presence and toxicity.  

The greatest threat to the existence of Red-bellied 

Black Snakes is habitat destruction. The largest 

populations originally existed along the eastern 

Australia coastline which once supported broad 

expanses of frog-filled paperbark swamps.  

However, only a few remain, as most of these favored 

coastal areas on the east coast have been drained over 

past decades and converted into housing 

subdivisions.  

The draining of these environments also led to a 

dramatic decline in frog species (the preferred prey 

for black snakes). Thus, populations of Red-bellied 

Black Snakes along with frogs, both declined in those 

once preferred habitats. 
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GREY BOX (Eucalyptus microcarpa) 

The Grey Box, can be found the length of the Sturt 

Gorge, especially along the higher slopes. With its 

distinctive Y-shape, it’s probably the most 

recognisable native tree adjacent to the Blackwood 

Park subdivision where the Friends of Sturt Gorge 

have been concentrating their free-the-trees efforts 

during past months. 

The tree has the usual pale green leaves which are 

typical of the genus, and the colloquial name refers to 

the dark grey-colored bark, and the botanical name, 

“microcarpa”, is derived from the Greek for “small 

fruit”.  

From late summer through to early winter, the Grey 

Box can be covered in clusters of fluffy white to pale-

yellow flowers that attract bees, butterflies, and a 

variety of other insects and honey-eating birds. It is 

fast growing and long-lived, with some in the area 

known to be over 200 years old. 

Grey Box can grow to 25 metres in height. Mature 

individuals provide a great habitat for small animals 

and birds that often set up home amongst the hollows 

and grooves within the upper branches, while the 

rough bark can accommodate a variety of insects.  It 

is not unusual to see a native bee hive (or the hive of 

introduced European bees for that matter) in the 

hollow of an old mature tree. 

In South Australia, Grey Box can be found on the 

western slopes of the Mount Lofty Ranges from 

Wattle Park south to Sellicks Hill. They also occur in 

three disconnected areas of the foothills in the 

southern Flinders Ranges and an area south of 

Bordertown. 

The Environmental Protection Act (EPBC) lists Grey 

Box grassy woodlands as endangered.    



9 

STURT GORGE JOINT WEEDING DAY 

The most recent joint weeding day, a combination of 

members of the Friends of Sturt Gorge and Retire 

Active SA Bushwalkers, was conducted on 18 

August on the slopes north of the Flagstaff Hill Scout 

Hall. Despite the threat of rain, a group of around 17 

people, many who were members of both groups, 

turned out to clear quite a large expanse of boneseed 

from good quality bushland sloping down into the 

Gorge.  Rain over previous weeks had made the 

ground particularly soft and the task much easier than 

on some past occasions. 

Special mention must be made of the cakes. Baked 

and served by Jenni Statton and Valerie Dobie in 

particular, they were an outstanding effort and very 

much appreciated by all those weeders in attendance. 

I think they really outdid themselves this time. 

Thanks to all the Retire Active SA bushwalkers and 

Friends of Sturt Gorge who attended, hope to see you 

all again on the next weeding day. 


