
Friends of Sturt Gorge Recreation Park Incorporated Constitution  
 

  Version 6 adopted 21 April 2026 

1. Name of the association 
The name of the incorporated association is Friends of Sturt Gorge Recreation Park 
Incorporated. 

 

2. Definitions 

“Association” means the Friends of Sturt Gorge Recreation Park Incorporated. 

"Committee" means the committee of management of the Association. 

“Department” means the Department for Environment and Water or any such future 
Department that is responsible for the South Australian state parks.  

“Financial Year” means the period of 1st July to 30th June.  

"General Meeting" means a general meeting of members of the Association 
convened in accordance with these Rules, which may be face to face or via on 
online platform. 

"Member" means a member of the Association. 

"Month" means a calendar month. 

“Person” means a person over 18 years. 

“Poll” means a formal voting process where votes are cast in writing and counted to 
provided an exact number.   

“Rules” means this Constitution 

"Special Resolution" means a special resolution as defined in the Act. 

"The Act" means the Associations Incorporation Act 1985. 

"The Park" means Sturt Gorge Recreation Park. 

“Written notice” includes email, SMS and letter. 

 

3. Objects of the Association 
3.1. To promote the conservation of Sturt Gorge Recreation Park 

3.2. To assist in the conservation and management of the Park’s ecosystems, 
geological features and trails in close co-operation and liaison with the staff of the 
Department for Environment and Water or its successors. 

3.3. To provide cultural and social activities for the enjoyment of members and 
the public. 

3.4. To provide support for the protection and preservation of the natural and cultural 
values of the Park. 
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3.5. To raise funds for special projects to benefit the Park and for administration and 
social activities of the organisation. 

3.6. To protect and preserve the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park in its natural state for 
the benefit of the local community. 

3.7. To foster public awareness and support for National Parks and the State's flora 
and fauna. 

3.8. To develop improved attitudes in the community towards outdoor recreation and 
the preservation of the natural environment. 

3.9. To co-operate with persons and organisations having similar aims or like 
interests. 

3.10. To be apolitical in relation to support for registered political parties. 

3.11. To engage in activities and generate income as required to achieve 
these objects. 

 

4. Powers 
The Association shall have the following powers: 

4.1. All those conferred by Section 25 of the Act. 

4.2. To accept, make and solicit donations, subject to relevant licencing. 

4.3. To carry out its objects so long as they do not contravene any permissions 
granted by the Department or adjacent land owners on which the work is 
undertaken. 

 
 

5. Membership 
5.1. Membership of the Association shall be available to any person (Individual) or 
family (Family) who agrees to support the objectives of the Association, abide by its 
Constitution, and who pays the relevant membership fee. Additions may be made to 
the membership requirements at an Annual General Meeting with the approval of 5% 
of the members. 
 
5.2. A person or family can apply to be a member by filling out a membership form in 
writing or online, and forwarding it to the membership officer or another committee 
member. 

5.3. The membership fees shall be such sum (if any) as the members shall 
determine from time to time at the Annual General Meeting. The subscription fees 
shall be payable annually.  
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5.4. Membership shall cease 12 months after a member’s non-renewal of 
membership or upon receipt of the member’s written resignation. 

5.5. An Individual membership or a Family membership will be entitled to one (1) 
vote at General Meetings and Special Meetings.  

5.6. A register of members must be kept and contain: (1) The names and contact 
details for each membership; (2) The date on which each membership began and 
any cessation.  

5.7. The Association may recognise outstanding service of any member through the 
creation of honorary life membership. This will be granted when the recommendation 
of the Committee is approved at an Annual General Meeting. 

5.8. A member may withdraw from the Association by delivering to the Secretary 
written notice of the intention to resign. Upon payment of all or any arrears and 
return of all or any property of the Association which may be in the possession of the 
member, the resignation shall be accepted. 

5.9. In the case of conduct detrimental to the Association:  

5.9.1. The Committee must notify the member and provide them with 
particulars of any complaints in writing at least fourteen (14) days before the 
Committee is to determine the issue;  

5.9.2. The member must have the opportunity to present their response to 
such a Committee meeting;  

5.9.3. The Committee’s determination must be communicated in writing to the 
member within fourteen (14) days;  

5.9.4. The Committee’s determination may be for suspension for a specified 
period, or for termination, either of which shall commence seven (7) days after 
approval by the next subsequent General Meeting, provided that the member 
shall have the right to present an appeal at that meeting. Voting on the matter 
shall be in accordance with Clause 7.2;  

5.9.5. Details of any such suspension or termination shall be clearly recorded, 
including in the Minutes of each meeting. 

5.10. A Member ceases to be a Member of the Association if the Association 
resolves that the Member has failed to comply with these Rules according to 5.8.4; 
or the Member dies or becomes legally incapacitated. 

5.11. Upon any person ceasing to be a Member for any reason, a refund of 
membership fees shall not apply. 

5.12. Any person who ceases to be a Member of the Association shall forfeit all rights 
and privileges of membership and shall have no rights in or claim upon the 
Association or the property or funds of the Association except as a creditor. 
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6. The Committee 

6.1. Powers and duties 

6.1.1. The Committee shall manage and control the Association in accordance with 
the Act and these rules and do all such things as are not required by the Association 
to be done in a General Meeting.  

6.1.2. The Committee has the management and control of the funds and other 
property of the Association.  

6.1.3. The Committee shall have authority to interpret the meaning of these rules and 
any other matter relating to the affairs of the Association on which these rules are 
silent.  

6.1.4. The Committee shall appoint a Public Officer as required by the Act. 

6.1.5. The Committee shall be responsible for holding at least one (1) event per year, 
to which members and non-members are invited, for the purpose of promoting the 
goals and objects of the Association and no business will be transacted.  

6.1.6. Any committee member or auditor of the association is indemnified against 
any liability incurred in defending civil or criminal proceedings related to acts done in 
their capacity as an officer of association if acquitted or judgement is given in their 
favour.  

 

6.2. Committee Composition 

6.2.1. Members of the Committee must be members of the Association.  

6.2.2. Nominations for the Committee are to be received and promoted to the 
membership no later than one week prior to the Annual General Meeting. Further 
requirements for the nomination process may be made with the approval of an 
Annual General Meeting. 

6.2.3. A retiring Committee Member shall be eligible to stand for re-election without 
nomination. No other person shall be eligible to stand for election unless a Member 
of the Association has nominated that person no later than 1 week before the 
meeting by delivering the nomination of that person to the Secretary of the 
Association. The nomination shall be signed by the proposer and by the nominee. 

6.2.4. The Committee shall be made up of not less than four (4) persons and not 
more than ten (10) persons.  

6.2.5. Members of the Committee shall be elected by members at the Annual 
General Meeting for a term lasting until the next Annual General Meeting.  

6.2.6. At its first meeting following the Annual General Meeting, the Committee shall 
decide on its office holders which are to include the following roles: Chair, Treasurer, 
Secretary and any other office holders as may be considered by the Committee.  
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6.2.7. A member of the Committee may resign by giving written notice to the 
Secretary or Chair. 

6.2.8. The Committee shall upon receipt of such resignation minute its receipt of the 
written notice and provide an appropriately considered written response.  

6.2.9. In the case of such a resignation, for the remaining period until the next Annual 
General Meeting, the Committee may fill a casual Committee vacancy from among 
its members or by co-opting a member. 

 

6.3. Committee proceedings 

6.3.1. The Committee will meet at least once every three (3) months.  

6.3.2. The Secretary or their agreed nominee shall be responsible for publicising to 
members the date, time and place of meeting in accordance with the Committee’s 
instructions. At least fourteen (14) days’ prior notice is required for Committee 
meetings.  

6.3.3. Decisions of the Committee will be by consensus, unless a vote is necessary.  

6.3.4. If voting is necessary, each Committee member will be entitled to one (1) vote. 
If the vote is tied, the Chair shall be entitled to a casting vote.  

6.3.5. A quorum for a committee meeting shall be three (3) members.  

6.3.6. If unfinished business is adjourned to a specially convened committee 
meeting, no new business may be introduced at this subsequent meeting.  

6.3.7. A member of the Committee having a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in a 
contract or proposed contract with the Association must disclose the nature and 
extent of that interest to the Committee as required by the Act and shall not vote with 
respect to that contract or proposed contract. 

6.3.8. The member of the Committee having a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in 
a contract or proposed contract with the Association must disclose the nature and 
extent of their interest in the contract at the next Annual General Meeting of the 
Association. 

 

6.4. Propriety of Committee Members 

6.4.1. As required under the Act and in the spirit of good governance, committee 
members must act in the best interests of the Association and avoid situations where 
personal advantage or conflicts of interest may arise.  

6.4.2. Committee members shall maintain appropriate levels of confidentiality 
regarding Association matters. 
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6.5. Disqualification of Committee Members 

The office of a Committee Member shall become vacant if a Committee Member is: 

6.5.1. Disqualified from being a Committee Member by the Act; 

6.5.2. Terminated from being a member of the Association due to detrimental 
conduct as per 5.8.4; 

6.5.3. Permanently incapacitated by ill health; 

6.5.4. Absent without apology from more than four meetings in a financial year. 

 

7. Meetings 

7.1. Annual General Meetings  

7.1.1. The Committee shall call an Annual General Meeting to:  

a) Receive any apologies  
b) Confirm the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting;  
c) Discuss any business arising from those Minutes;  
d) Receive the President’s report for the previous year;  
e) Receive the Treasurer’s report for the previous year, and if required by the 

Act, the auditor’s report;  
f) Elect the incoming Committee; and  
g) Consider any business arising or any other relevant business.  

7.1.2. The Annual General Meeting shall be held within five (5) months of the end of 
the Association’s financial year.  

 

7.2. General Meetings  

7.2.1. At least one (1) General Meeting shall be held each year, including the Annual 
General Meeting.  

7.2.2. General meetings may be held virtually, over the phone, in person or a 
combination of the aforementioned methods.  

7.2.3. Notification of at least the date, time and location of all General Meetings shall 
be provided in writing to members at least fourteen (14) days in advance.  

7.2.4. A quorum shall consist of five percent (5%) of the membership.  

7.2.5. The Chair or, if absent, another office holder, shall chair meetings of the 
Association. If all office holders remain absent fifteen (15) minutes after the 
designated starting time, the meeting may lapse or members present may choose a 
chair from among their number.  

7.2.6. If within 30 minutes after the time appointed for the meeting a quorum of 
members is not present, the meeting shall stand adjourned to the same day in the 
next week, at the same time and place and if at such adjourned meeting a quorum is 
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not present within 30 minutes of the time appointed for the meeting the members 
present shall form a quorum  

7.2.7. Questions arising will be decided by a majority vote. The chair has both a 
deliberative and a casting vote.  

7.2.8. The vote may be determined by a show of hands, unless a majority of those 
present call for a written ballot whose process must also be agreed to by a majority 
of those present. 

7.2.9. If a poll is demanded by at least five members, it must be conducted in a 
manner specified by the person presiding and the result of the poll is the resolution 
of the meeting on that question.  

7.2.10. A poll demanded for the election of a person presiding or on a question of 
adjournment must be taken immediately, but any other poll may be conducted at any 
time before the close of the meeting. 

 

7.3. Special General Meetings 

7.3.1. The Committee may call a Special General Meeting of the Association at any 
time.  

7.3.2. Notice of any Special General Meeting and its business shall be publicised as 
far as possible to all members and at least fourteen (14) days in advance.  

7.3.3. A Special General Meeting must be convened by the Committee within two (2) 
months of receipt of the signed written request of ten (10) Association members who 
provide details of the business they wish to be considered.  

7.3.4. If a Special General Meeting is not convened as required in Clause 7.3.3 
above, the requisitioners may convene a Special General Meeting for the same 
purpose. If requested, the Committee must ensure that the requisitioners are 
supplied free of charge with the particulars of members entitled to receive notice of 
such a meeting and the Association shall bear any reasonable expenses involved in 
convening and conducting such a meeting.  

7.3.5. A quorum shall consist of five percent (5%) of the membership.  

7.3.6. The conduct of a Special General Meeting shall be in accordance with Rule 7. 

 

7.4. Special Resolutions  

7.4.1. As required by the Act, special resolutions shall require at least twenty-one 
(21) days’ notice of the proposal to all members.  

7.4.2. And a vote of seventy-five per cent (75%) of members present in order to be 
passed. 
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7.5. Proxy votes 

No proxy votes shall be accepted at any meeting of the Association. 

 

8. Minutes 
8.1. Proper minutes of all proceedings of Committee meetings and General Meetings 
of the Association shall be entered within one (1) month after the relevant meeting in 
minutes books kept for the purpose. 

8.2. Minutes for all meetings shall be available within fourteen (14) days of any 
Committee, General or Special General Meeting by such means as are required by 
the Committee. 

8.3. Minutes must be circulated at least three (3) days prior to the relevant meeting 
at which they are to be subject to confirmation and signing by that meeting’s 
chairperson. 

8.4. Members may inspect minutes of general meetings free of charge. 

 

9. Finances and Insurance  

9.1. The first financial year of the Association shall be the period ending on the next 
30 June following incorporation, and thereafter a period of 12 months commencing 
on 1 July and ending on 30 June of each year.  

9.2. The Association shall keep and retain such accounting records as are necessary 
to correctly record and explain the financial transactions and financial position of the 
Association in accordance with the Act.  

9.3. The Association must ensure it has appropriate insurance cover. 

 

10. Chair 
The Chair shall be responsible for:  

10.1. The overall conduct of the Association’s affairs;  

10.2. The public representation of the Association;  

10.3. Ensuring the proper convening, chairing and conduct of all meetings. 

 

11. Secretary 
The Secretary shall be responsible for:  

11.1. Keeping and making available, as necessary, all appropriate records, except 
those that are the responsibility of another office holder;  

11.2. Ensuring all meetings are appropriately publicised;  
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11.3. The correspondence and its recording and storage. 

 

12. Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall be responsible for: 

12.1. Ensuring the safe prompt collection and banking of all funds and income as 
directed by the Committee; 

12.2. Ensuring all payments occur in a timely and accountable manner by such 
means as are approved by the Committee and that receipts are issued for all monies 
received;  

12.3. Submitting to each Committee meeting all accounts for payment approval and 
a financial statement which includes all current bank balances;  

12.4. Keeping adequate and proper accounts in relation to all financial affairs of the 
Association;  

12.5. Bringing to the committee’s attention any issues which may affect the 
Association’s finances;  

12.6. Appointing an auditor if they deem it necessary and arranging the audit for the 
end of Association’s financial year if required by the Act or requested by the 
Committee.  

12.7. Producing, at the request of the Committee or the auditor, any accounts or 
financial records of the Association and providing any necessary explanation of 
them;  

12.8. Submitting an annual financial statement and any auditor’s statement to the 
Annual General Meeting.  

 

13. Affiliation  
The Association may affiliate with other organisations able to affiliate with it. 

 

14. Disposal of Property  
The income and property of the Association shall be applied solely to the promotion 
of the Objects of the Association.  

 

15. The Common Seal 
The Association shall have a Common Seal upon which its corporate name shall 
appear in legible characters. The Seal shall not be used without the express 
authorisation of the Committee and every use of the Seal shall be recorded in the 
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minute book of the Association. The affixing of the Seal shall be witnessed by two (2) 
Committee members including at least (1) Office holder. 

 

16. Alteration to these rules  
These rules may be altered by a special resolution (clause 7.4) at a General Meeting 
or a Special General Meeting, provided that any proposed alteration to the rules, 
together with the original wording, has been notified to all members in writing at the 
time of the calling of such a meeting. 

 

17. Prohibition against securing profits for members  
The income and capital of the Association shall be applied exclusively to the 
promotion of its objects and no portion shall be paid or distributed directly or 
indirectly to Members or their associates except as bona fide remuneration of a 
Member for services rendered or expenses incurred on behalf of the Association. 

18. Dispute resolution  
18.1. The dispute procedure set out in this Rule applies to disputes under these 
Rules between:  

18.1.1. a Member and another Member;  

18.1.2. a Member and the Association.  

18.2. The parties to the dispute must meet and discuss the matter in dispute and, if 
possible, resolve the dispute within 14 days after the dispute comes to the attention 
of all of the parties.  

18.3. Where the Committee exercises any power of adjudication in relation to a 
dispute between the members, or a dispute between itself and members of the 
association, the rules of natural justice must be observed. 

18.4. If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute at the meeting the parties may 
choose to meet and discuss the dispute before an independent third person agreed 
to by the parties. 

 

19. Winding Up 
19.1. In accordance with the Act, the Association may be wound up following a 
special resolution of members at a Special General Meeting held for this specific 
purpose.  

19.2. If upon the winding up or dissolution of the Association, there remains, after 
satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities, any property or assets, these will not be  
paid to or distributed among the members of the Association, but shall be transferred 
to Friends of Parks Incorporated to be used by other Friends of Park Groups. 
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